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CHAP, XLVIL 


| FAMILIAR LECTURES ON THE FALLACY | 
© OF APPEARANCES, | 
ID you. aſk informa concern- 
ing your father ?” continued Lady: 
Iſleworth, in that queſtion forgetting the 
terrible Fee of her fon” 8 N CES 


_ 'T 0 be ſure I did, my 0 mama * 


' 


= © Well, my dear and what did he TY 
1 pv 8 * 3 

| * 0 ; Me 8 7 
vol. iI. 3 © Exatly 


J 5 ” * Fa 
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« Exactly what I knew before—that be 
Was as ſtubborn as a mule—as avaricious 
as a miſer as miſchievous as a monkey 
and as impenetrable as adamant!” 


What, no hopes of a reconciliation !”” - | 


« Not a glimmering of hope !—his lord- 


ſhip is to have a nale heir, and I am to 
be cut off from the inheritance!“ 


b 


"of What an n unfortunate circumſtance! 


” 


1 


Well, now, I declare it gives me no 


munner of uneaſineſs —it is juſt 1 in uniſon. 
12 wy expoctarions * 


- Oh, bow. I envy your never - failing 


ſpirits Indeed you have little reaſon to 


be caſt down. | But, my dear Lady Ann, 


though riches are 10 object to the family 
you honour with your alliance, yet it would 
_ certainly pleaſe Sir Frederick to have ten 


you on good terms wit Lord Benvour.“ 
BY? « That 


- 


* 
— 


®S 
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That would be ſomething extremely 

| novel, 3 replied her ladyſhip; for, dur- 
ing his long life and my ſhort one, we 
never have been on good terms. When © 
was a child, he concerned himſelf as little 
about me, as, ſince the commencement of 


womanhood, I have troubled myſelf to 
conſult his fancies.” | 


« Well, I < wiſh,” repeated Lady Iſe- 
worth, after a pauſe, * you had told me 


where you was going this morning !—T 


have a hundred queſtions to aſk about Cla- 


riſſa, and I muſt ſee your deaf and dum 


i 


friend, that 1 is poſitive EP 


& About Clarifla '” retorted Lady Ann, 


© only tell me what it is you want to know” | 


about Clariſſa, and 1 will conduct you to 


him, either now, this evening, or to mor- 
row : diſguiſed like ſervants, we may roll 
away in a hackney-coach—conſult the old 


„„ gentle 


% 
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gentleman—return without being mifſed— 
and no body the wiſer, — but, obſerve, I 
| muſt know the ſecret before hand.“ | 


Lady And happened 0 b in poſ- 
12888 of a ſecret which, ſince the laſt 
night, when ſhe privately ſpoke a few 

words to Lord Clarence at her ball, had 

been nibbling its paſſage from her heart 
to her lips, and from thence would have 
- repoſed on the ear of Lady Ann, if, at the 
ſame moment, the entrance of a ſage per- 
; ſon, denominated the houſe ſteward, had | 
not * its 3 0 a 

&« What are we to . my Lady! ?” ſaid 
this important purveyor of diſmantled af- 
fluence ; here is another execution ſent 
in, for repairs done at Shuttlecock Abbey! 
—the fellows. have ſeized on every thing 
below, and would hardly give me time to 
e your nn chat they ar are com- 


ing 


| PASHIONABLE 1X VOLVENENTS. 2 5 [5 


ing to your Ladylhip's dreſling; room, to 


lay hands on IE PM 8 e 


* g 


Let ahead come!” ſaid her latlyſhip; ; 
10 an indefinable. ſmile of defiance— ; 


« You and I, my dear, will retire to an- 


other apartment,” ſpeaking to Lady Ann; 
eit is a frightful thing that ſuch wretches 


are permitted to diſturb our ceanquillicy * 


Wen it cuſtomary to Jepicture 8 imps 


_ of ſatan under the form of youth and beauty, 


the malicious grin with which Lady Ann 5 
followed the ſtately ſteps of her mother-1y- ö 


law to a diſtant chamber, might have en- 


titled her to the honour of a ſitting ; ; ; and : 


no ſooner were they alone than. the ſpor- 


tive miſchief found a vent more unequivo- 
cal, and the ſaid, ſtretching her fine figure 
at full length on the ſofa, which, by a few _ 
ſteps, the reached before Lady Iſleworth - 


— 


88 


* 
5 % ' 
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4 


x 0: My pretty mama, pray ſolve me this | 


riddle How can there be ſuch abundance 
of riches where there are ſuch an abund- 


ance of executions ?—one yeſterday, one to- 
day, and to-morrow. _ Gy may come 
in couples FP | 


Lady Iſleworth looked a little grave, 
drew up her head, and declared ſhe did 


not quite comprehend her ladyſhip's mean- 


« Why, my dear Madam, continued 


Lady Ann, with ill- natured archneſs, #4 did 


you not tell me, a few minutes ago, that 
riches were no Object to Sir Frederick? and 
yet, by what has appeared, he ſeems ſome- 
times to be incommoded ” a want Fa . 


* 8 and Start « are never. to 
be truſted,” ſaid her e : ® your error 


* 
* * is 


% # q p * 
6 "4 
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* 


= is clavaral enough—ir"" is alſo pardonable— 
as being the firſt inſtance you have given 
me of inexperience, which a greater Know- 
ledge of the world, when I have eſtabliſh- 
ed you in a houſe of your own, muſt wear 
away off itſelf ; ;—you will hen underſtand 
that people of rank are the originals of 
perfect economy. It is not our ſyſtem, 
Lady Ann, to diſplay our riches before the 
eyes of dependent wretches; we only force 
the canaille to exact payment, becauſe we 
wiſh they ſhould zhink us poor, and be- 
cauſe we wiſh to be talked of like other 
people of rank, whoſe greateſt conſequence, 
; undoubtedly, proceeds from the ſtyle of 
affluence they are able to ſupport. If it 
| were not for our debts, pray, can you in- 
form me how it would be poſſible to de- 
cide for the palm of victory where there 
are ſo e ſplendid e per 


199 Oh 451 yes if 1 were vapire 0 
would give it to the greateſt ſquandoves; 
upon 180 ENS 


1 | 


B 4 | - n ce Well, 2 
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« Well, my dear, and there is no other 
way of aſcertaining ſuch evidence on proof, 


except by the number and magnitude of 


the debts we contract.—-One thouſand 
pounds on our tradeſmen's books, as. you 


will find hereafter, goes farther in build- 


ing a reputation for expence, than ten 


thouſand diſburſed by the vulgar rule of 


laying them down on every paltry occa- 


ſion. What one owes, remains- to ſhew 
Vote one has lived hat i is ſpent, nobody 


remembers!“ a 

*© Then, my pretty mama,“ cried the gay 
pupil of this modern philoſophy, laughing 
without reſtraint, © if I am to meaſure the 
intrinſic value of the family to which I am 


| admitted an honorary . member, by the 
number of their book-debts, I am ſure 
| Arthur's papa muſt be even richer than my 


own : and if Sir Frederick would but take 


the trouble of explaining this delightful 
myſtery, it may not yet be 700 late to open 


his 


N 
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bis lord(hip's eyes to the prudence of my 
haſty alliance with the ſplendid houſe of 
Iſleworth.—Suppoſe you make him try the 
experiment? If he will t do this, how 
is Lord Benvour to be undecerved ?—when. 
- 1 myſelf, but for your Lady ſhip' s commu 

nications, ſhould ever have continued in 
the error of believing, that great debts and. 
great poyerty are inſeperable companzons.” 


60 Nobody,” thundered out Sir Fre- 
derick, as ſans ceremony he broke in upon 
the intereſting tete- d- tete, nobody, Ma- 
dam, in this houſe, ſhall preſume to tal 
of my debts and my Poverty l—d—n me if 
they ſhall??? 1 | 


Las Ava only ſited 3 in his "uh and, 
curtſeying with an air of profound ridi- 
cule, retired from his enraged preſence. | 


Lady Iſle worth Rd to N che 
incivility of his addreſs on all occaſions, as 


"wel 
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enter Four head, Sir Frederick?“ 


1 N 


— 


well as on the preſent, to the moſt charm- 


ing of women; but her reproaches were in- 


terrupted by this ſhort queſtion—. 


1 


EF. Have you nay money "of 


4 Me money | how could ſuch an 135 


* 4 


* Becauſe laſt night I dam you punting, 


with half a peck of gold before you!“ 


4 Well, Sir, had it been a peck, or a 


buſhel, it would have gone exactly the 
ſame way.—I am no more anſwerable for 
the caprices of fortune than for the cruelty 


of your conduct to the daughter of Lord 


roof! hp 


| Sepang his feet on the floor, he vehe- 
mently ſwore, * that if ſhe perſiſted in 

e that eternal Jilt, he would“ 
2 What 


i, Benvour, who, but formy indulgence, would 
find a mighty comfortable home under Jour 


riemen kö n INYOEVENENTS. 4 


« What would you mY py. me replied. — 
ce Arthur is married, and the wife of Ar- 


mur you een Boy 7 


'. 1 a by 8 I wil never decped her 
he cried ; © ſhe has ruined Arthur Ihe 
did not bring him a ſhilling |—but, under 
pour tutorage, would ſquander millions 
A dog! he deſerves his fate But poor 
Clariſſa! it is d—d hard her proſpects 
ſhould be blaſted by the W . of her 


12 lad yſhip !“ 


ce Really I 5 not underſtand you, Sir | 
Frederick !” n 


\ 


_ «© Curſed Rupidicy! Tou b i not Kies 
know, that to the arts of your brimſtone 
daughter-in-law we owe the n oP. US 
1 Clarence . 6.4 35 | 


LL 


be « Froal any bach Wenner apud | 


Lac Lady Gan, laid the 2855 of his 
| Bs _ boſom; | 
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boſom ; © ſhe is perfectly innocent of what 
Jou call Lord Clarence's deſertion, but which 
3 raiſing her voice to an extraordinary 


pitch, «© denominate the moſt diſintereſted 3 
tai WE 5 LY 


% 


1702 1 ive ſuch ſtuff — ſuch canting 1— 
ſuch d—d nonſenſe! Tell me, if you can, 
whether friend/hip or honour made him re- 
- nounce our alliance ſo publicly laſt night? 
1 am inclined to blow his brains out, for 

exhibiting me as the Butt of ridicule to a 
Tet of ſtarving, twittering, dancing devils!” 


Moderate your tranſports, Sir Frede- 
rick, or poſitively I am ſilent.” This threat 
being uttered with ſuch a ſimpering joy-illu- - 
mined. countenance, gained ſome portion of 
his attention, and he emphatically demand- 
ed, whether /he had any private reaſons by 
which ſhe could exculpate Clarifla's lover 
from the charge of unfaithfulneſs? (We 
all Know,“ ſaid he, that you ſpoke apart. © © 

. 1 „ 
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to n and perhaps he explained Mie 1 
to your ſatisfaction! ES 


cc hatten to my fatisfaction 6. 


” Then, Wh 8 be muſt gulf his en- 15 
een H | 


o 1 e 


7 ». : 2 1 "% \# F 
0 \* 4 7 : n f f i * 45 4 : 1 1 * 5 FF 
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199 Hen means to ad. us, Sir] Frederick; tn 

nad greater honour than to fulfil them in 
his ow0n perſon | Lord Clarence's motive for 
not marrying. your daughter, doating on 
her, as he does, to On is ander 
dlinteaciogs, * et 5 | 
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CHAP... XLVIII 


a. HE CAME THERE. 


RIOR to. the baroner' 8 inceuſicn on his 
4 wife's privacy, and to the total de- 
men of 'a very edifying converſation, 
he was informed by his domeſtics, that the 
troubleſome viſitors who, tbe preceding 
day, had been expelled the houſe, were 
returned on a ſimilar errand ;: but this in- 
telligence no farther diſcompoſed the har- 
mony to which his diſpoſition was attuned | 
by half an hour's lounge in- ſtreet, 


- whilſt Captain Snug was dreaming of pre- 
ferment, than merely to make him curſe: 
all brickmakers, maſons, painters, and car- 
penters, but moſt of all the crazy old abbey, 
on which, fifteen years ago, he contracted 
© debt of fifteeen hundred pounds; and to 
thoſe 


—— — —— 
— 


vs, 2 
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thoſe raſcally antificers he had given bis x 


bond, who, after aſking fifteen hundred 
times for their money, audaciouſſy and 25 
hoſtilely entered the town premiſes, hav- . 
ing heard of the n een OY ? 
the firſt execulion. 


Sir Woedescht e set e 0 of TEIN 


his pocket-book, where he found enough 


to ſend away the executioners, except arg 1 


pounds; and without knowing bow it was 
poſſible bis wife ſhould have ſuch a ſum in 
her poſſeſſion, he determined at all events 
to make the demand ; but, ſtopping at the 
door of her apartment, where his ear caught 


the words deb and poverty, as pronounced by oh 


Lady Ann, his placidity gave way to'paſe 
ſion of the mdſt outrageous deſcription, and 
drove her ladyſhip from the field, vowing 


to revenge herſelf on the whole race of 
ineuorcke. ; | 


Ho- 
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How to get rid of the unbidden gueſt 
who had ſuperceded him in the maſterſhip 
of his own goods and chattels, or rather, 
how to raiſe the deficient thirty pounds, 
mingled with the curioſity of Sir Frederick 
ſuch a portion of bewildering cogitations, 
(for thought it certainly was not), that in- 
ſtead of liſtening to his lady's panegyric on 
Lord Clarence, he bad her firſt produce 
her purſe, where, finding only ten guineas, 
ſhe having, by ſlight of hand, dexterouſly Wl 
releaſed ten times ten in managing the ſlid- 
ers, as ſhe reluctantly drew it from her 
pocket, he farther required that ſhe ſhould 
_ borrow, from among her ſervants, the 
other nineteen pounds ten ſhillings, and 
without ſwearing one oath, declared, up- 
on his honour, he would put a thouſand 
| pounds i into her hands the following day. 


There happened to be ſo much good 
| logic i in this laſt argument, that, without 
con- 


— 


— 


- 


+ 
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contending; the flew to execute his com- 
mands; but, being aware, that where no- 
thidg is paid nothing can be ſaved, without 
referring to her domeſtics, ſhe. returned in 


ten minutes, and delivered the exact ſum _ 


into. the opened palm of Sir Frederick, 
; who faid, AS It cloſed upon the Fa 
This js 85 effects of val extraya- 0 
gance, Madam! However I may want 
money, your ſervants have enough of it !— 
Their wages are 1% great! reduce them Z 
one half—and Pll be d—d, even then, if 
they are not able, at the end of the year, 
to count e with their maſter! PP. 


« Gol” ſaid. her. e as he belt WY 


room, to get rid of the leeches which pel- 
tered him Go, and let me hear no more 


1 | of theſe ne wretches ! 15 


1 bs Acad e e ſhe 5 | 


meant her dung or her domeſtics, has neyer 
1475 12 e been | 


4 


| ben rich underſtood; but, vie dil. 


the formed an opinion ſo favourable to the 
intentions of I Lord Clarence. ” 


he, for which of his good qualities is it 


is willing to facrifice his own tender feel- 


by ano a fubſtitate, I e 105 
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patched the former, Sir Frederick came 
back in haſte, to enquire upon what grounds 


4 I he is not to marry Clariſſa,” cried 


that you juſt now called him noble and diſ 
invorefed at 


1 Becauſe,” replied her lady ſhip, * he 


ings to the excruſive agonies of a leſs for- 
tunate friend.“ | 


8 
e 


ax 
"fbf 
0 p 


2 
* 
a 2 
* 


f — . _— £X ey * hay 2 og 
EI» i be” 5y, Þ T0 MIC OM 6: 22 


* What ! the fellow would make love 


e And if the ſubſtitute bees to be 
of ſuperior rank, ſuperior fortune, ſupe- 
rior every thing, where could poſfibly be 
Tur” * ?—For Ay, you very 
naturally 


FASHIONABLE 18 VOLTEMENTS. IP 


naturally defire to ſee your daughter a 
counteſs, and would it not be ſtill better 


a 


if Tu Dow ſee her a ducheſs FT, 1 ” 5 


6e Are you mad * exclaimed this 10 
ronet. 


—— 


Oh, how pathetic is the duke's ſitua» 
tion!“ ſhe continued, without endeavours | 
ing to clear herſelf from the charge 851 in- 

| fanity,— 


» * . 


- 


00 He never told his ket; | 
66 But let concealment, uk a werm i the bud, 


; "OE — 


On the devil l roared out Sir Frede- | 
rick.—* Tell me, without all this d—d 


palavering, what Clarence has been ſaying : 
to you ?.—what duke has turned 1 : 


brain ?—and what” — 33 i 

3 Tons paſſions ate tinyliacess > 5 
terrupted Lady lleworth, i in-her turn, on 6; 75 

: —witnels 2h 


Lu b * 
* 


— 
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\ '—witnefs. your conduct to that ſweet dear 
creature Lady Ann, whom you fo falſely 
accuſe of having ruined Arthur, and de- 
ſtroyed the proſpects of Clariſſa that un- 
leſs you promiſe an additional thouſand to- 
motrow for her accommodation, and to 
flix her w/timate eſtabliſhment, you ſhall 
hear-no more of his Grace, or of his Grace 85 
ä intentions. 


0 Prove the fad If it be worth a 

thouſand pounds our odds are even -you 
ſhall have 7wo thouſand, or you ſhall have 
nothing!“ 


Lou are a perfect Jew in your deal- 
ings,” ſaid ſhe; “ but 1 take your bett— 
and now liſten !— 


Ok. 1 When Lord Clarence drew me aſide 
from the company, he declared, in the moſt 
delicate, but diſtreſſing confuſion, that to 


een tho: life of his friend, the Duke 


5 1 
* 
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of Billberry, a with a view to Miſs Iſle- ö 
worth's greater advancement, he muſt fore- 
go his own happineſs! His Grace,” he 
W ſaid, hearing the report of his approach- 
ing marriage with Clariſſa, had honoured 
him with a viſit that very evening, which 
detained him until ſo late an hour from 
my party, torn,” as he ſadly ſaid, “be- 
W tween the agitating extremes of being mi- 
ſerable himſelf, or occaſioning the death 
of another, the poor duke having {worn to 
become his own executioner, i if” 


} 


4 8 
: 


This would be a 4 4 Wel firoke 
indeed * cried the baronet, interrupting 
his lady, between whom there ſeemed to 
have been divided, in exact proportion, 
from their firſt ſetting out in life, all the 
WT riches of eredulity with which their patron 
1 Folly could endow them, from her ſtore- 
WF houſe of day-dreams,—** The devil fetch 
me,“ continued Sir Frederick, * if I did 
not : always think his Grace had a particu- 
. | lar 
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lar look towards my houſe whenever he 
paſſed i it in his fandam {—ſo now the mur- 
| der i is out!“ | 


| « 8 ſaid the fair partner of x 
| his exultation, © whom you are to thank 1 
for this good fortune: if I had not, laſt 1 
ſummer, taken Clariſſa to ſee Billberry- 1 
caſtle, and to throw her 1 in the way of the 
duke when 1 knew he was at home, this 
thing never could have os 1 8 


Se Frederick, baking i into a loud laugh, 1 
reminded her ladyſhip, that, though at 
home, the duke did os ſhow kind: = 


66 But he permitted us to walk over the Y 
houſe,” ſhe replied, © and actually fell in 4 


love with Clariſſa, by following, . foot · 
ſleps unobſerved. 5 ; 


#7 Who told you fo?” - 


Lord 


>” 


ah ad 
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40 Lord Clarence has declared it.“ . 


66 - Chas has 8 pimſelf an honeſt 
fellow What he ſays may be true, other- 
wiſe I ſhould have thought h weight in 


parliament to have been the more oſten⸗ 
ſible foundation of this ſudden love affair. 
When does he mean to make his et, pro- 
3 ? To. morrow, by G- 1 I muſt 
viſit my borough, and ſhould be glad we 
underſtood each other, that I may know 


| bawke from buzzard before 14 meet my con- 


ſtituents !“ „5 


— 


_— 


Lady Ann, at this critical moment, | foftly- 
opening the door, juſt ſhewed her ſmiling 
face within it, and for once, as ſhe ex- 
pected, was not encountered by a frown 
from the brow of Arthur's. papa, who, in 


his preſent ecſtacy, might not even have 
diſcovered her attempt at an 4utre. ſo mal. 


apropos, if her pretty mama: bad n not ee . 


ed 


66 ' Leave 


0 


— 
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4% Leave us, for a moment, my [dar 
- creature!—the inſtant I have finiſhed with 


"fe F rederick I will come to mw” 


*/Lady Ann's intruſion having. no other 
©.” end for its motive than to ſee, at one glance, 
- how her plans were advancing. retired, in 
full poſſeſſion of the ultimatum of her im- 
patient wiſhes.— F ools!” ſaid ſhe in a 
 -whiſper, © how delightfully-1 have ſent you 
bunting after IR et Peg: 


_ 


a When,” puts Sir F rederick, 46 ak 
_ duke n out? * | 


| « Not dll ow are ae my dear * 


4 


c | 


"of Wer 475 foul, ben be reh 

e the time is not far off — for, d—n me! 
if between yourſelf, your ſon, and your 
| daughter-in-law, I do. not every day ex-/ 
_ ped. to ſee my name there in the 155 of. 


Cai LES 
BESS. | ran 


. 
| 
1 
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% 


\ * all- of ridiculous grimace, between le- 


vity and diſpleaſure, ſhe congratulated him- 
on the glory of his proſpects, by the title of 
his Lordſhi p.—* In politeneſs to the ladies 
of your family,” ſaid ſhe, * you are already 
a bankrupt, which will very ill accord with. 


your growing nobility !—I know. of no 


| other poverty but what ariſes out of your, 


* 


own ideas. — The Duke of Billberry is all 
goodneſs !—he will firſt get you created, 
and, on the ſame day, demand the hand 


of your fortunate daughter.” ——She was 


interrupted by the credulous baronet, ſwear⸗ 
ing, if ſuch were his grace's intentions, he 


had better marry firſt, and he would wait 


for the peerage.— —* You will certainly go 
1n with the next batch, my. dear; —but the 


duke is proudly determined to ſecure your 
gratitude, before he ſolicits your alliance. 
Lord Clarence felt that his oꝛem conduct 5 | 
Tequired explanation, therefore traſted me 
with this grand ſecret. —The duke muſt 
vor. 111. LF re 


\ 


A 


= * ——— — — 
— — 


=_ 
_ 
ol 
+. 2 


confidence! 
do fix after which of your eſtates you will 
be named in the patent, and Clarence ſays 


52 


— y . = 
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— 
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* 
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never be told that his friend. betrays his 
Mean time, you have only 


be will propoſe it, as from himſelf, to the 
duke, who, when they are alone, can be 
brought to ſpeak on no other ſubject than 
the,. beautiful Clariſſa agg her bars a fa. 
ily. . * 


2 2 


Monſtrous collection of abſurdities 


Love fo little ſelfiſh as that relinquiſhed 


by Lord Clarence in fayour of a rival . 
Love ſo violent, yet ſo vapidly patient as 

the Duke of Billberry's !—honours fo un- 
1 !—caution ſo unneceſſary What 
an heterogeneous mixture of incongruous 
ingredients for foo/s to feed on! Sir Fre- 
derick, as complete a dupe as his lady, 


found, no difficulty in chuſing his title, 
and her ladyſhip declared Baron Shuttlecock 


would ſound * novel! Shuttlecock 
| Abbey 


i * 
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Abbey was the. entailment on their ſon Ar- 
thur, which, from its newly repaired con- 
dition, ſeemed likely to give a permanent 
ſupport to many future barons, and was 
indeed the only one from whence Sir Fre- 
derick could properly derive his honours, 
all other of the Iſleworth eſtates Oy.” 
either gone 1 eye | ff 


— 
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CHAP... Nax. 
SPEAKETH FOR I xr. 


THATEVER 8 does PIR ker 
children ſhe works with the jodg- 
ment of an artiſt; ſhe gives them the bril- 
liant gem of beauty in the moſt ſimple ſet - 
tings—endows them wih mental. graces, 
ſhrowded in the veil of humility ; ; and Cla- £ 
riſſa Iſleworth ſhe had delighted to form 
after her moſt exquiſite model of perſon 
and mind, perhaps to compenſate for the 
Caprice with which ſhe deſtined her to 
make her depot under the care of parents 
who had no care for themſelves. Many of 
her choiceſt tenets, cultured by the early 
indefatigable labour of ſtrangers, were ſtill ; 
retained—others ſhe had forfeited! And 
| who will expect a daughter of Lady Iſle- 
8 worth, | 


* 


- 5 
* 


W . * N 
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worth, afier fo many years paſſed. in "kat 
_ diffipated circles; to be all perfect? Wust 
ſhe had retained uncontaminated by ex- | 
ample, was a modeſt -demeanour—fimplis + - 
'* . city of taſte—humility of heart—ſweetnels * 
of diſpoſition—general Philanthropy-and 
the molt lively affection, wherever nature, 
gratitude, or hey own fancy directed. 
What then could ſhe. have forfeited?— / 
- I bloom of health—the ſparkling viva 
city of conſtitutional fpirits—the compo- 
fore of a contented/ mind—the ſelf-appro- 
biation which neſtles in- the boſom of un- 
blemiſhed rectitude-Ithe art of reflection 
| —and the practice, I af not 178 ſub- 
Hance an opt 2 155 ee e 
ee Abt to fv bor ü the bee 6. 
her imprudent parents, When the caſt them 
and herſelf on the mercy of her early pro- | 
tector, Clariſſa could ſee nothing but feli⸗ US 
city, or be ſenſible to any emotion but 
tan{porry: at the unhoped for ſucceſs of her 


C 3 oo Gar 


f 
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application. The firſt day of her emanci- 


pation from the toils of pleaſurable pur- 


ſuits, which ſhe had exchanged for the 
more rational enjoyment of domeſtic com- 
forts, appeared, through the medium of 
vivifying gratitude, by far the moſt happy 


of her exiſtence, and for more than a week 


the ps in the lame Pinion. | 


addreſſes of her noble admirer, particularly 


5 n on the 11 ” a prior aachen. | 


U 


10 the mam, of al hank da con- 5 
cealment on her part became criminal, ſhe 
would have confeſſed the unſanctioned en- 
gagements which love unchecked, paſſions 
uncontrouled, had blindly hurried her to 
contract, but was deterred from purſuing © 
the exact line of truth by the apprehen- 
ſive, rather * n angry countenance of her 

friend, 


Among the chief bleflings of has pre- 
| ſent ſituation, ſhe did not fail to number 
ber long deſired releaſe from the loathed f 


= 1 — =_ 
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friend; when firſt ſhe ac Percival Bare- 
man to Mr. Curry, her candor failed; and 
ſhe ſtruck into the path of duplicity ; - 
acknowledged a preference, but concealed 
that her lover had, unknown to his father, 
taken a voyage from Hamburg, to g- 
dulge himſelf with one interview, to receive 
her vows, and pledge bin g o of everlaſt- 7 
ing conſtancy. ten dy 
Prior to the moment when, it might be 
remembered, Clariſſa ran in ſuch. bafte to 
fetch the ſmelling- bottle which was not 
wanted, nor even thought of after her 
eſcape from obſervation, the had fully de- 
termined, if poſſible, to procure. Mr. Cvr- 
ty's aſſent to allow one interview, contrary. - 
to the prohibition of ** mother. 1 
Her lanes on this occaſion, has already. ; 
appeared in the eighteenth chapter, and 
will afford, by its contents, ſtrong pre- 
ſumptive proof, that had he then been in- 
(I or Tenn og  Qulg gent 
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-dIgent to ber Ane all reſerve would 
_have vaniſhed—he would have poſſeſſed / 
the ſecret; but he would have poſſeſſed it 
too late I—the fatal engagement was already 
made - Clariſſa did not deſire it ſhould be 
ever diſanhulled ! But, feeling that ſhe had 

done amiſs, ſhe fighed for abſolution from 
her father by adoption, being in deſpair 
of obtaining it from her natural parents; 

poor as they were, ſhe knew their pride 

would never have ſubmitted, even. if old 
Bateman, inſtead of oppoſing, had ſoli- 
cited their alliance; but, to combat both 
with pride and avarice in the extreme, our 
young people thought a too arduous un- 
dertaking; for which reaſon, in binding 
themſelves to a future union, they confult- 

ed only their own inelinations. 


Here then evaporated the only two op- 
portunities which had ſeemed to preſent 
themſelves for the developement of that 
myſterious ſecret, ſo wearing to the cone 

„ ſcience 
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ſcience of Clariſſa. In the Brſt attempt it 
was not her fault, but owing to the. ſtern bo- 5 
nour of him to whom ſhe would have con- 5 
fided it, that her i intentions were defeated ; 
—yet what ſhall be ſaid of the ſecondi?- 
only, that having forſaken the right road 
of candor, ſhe could no more return to 

=." It falſe ſhame ne cloſed- up. all 1 its ave- 
nues. x 


— 


f 


Superfluous would be the yoice of an 
angel, who ſhould call upon the young, 1 
the gay, the inexperienced, to turn bac 
from the errors of diſingenuouſneſs; what 
then would avail wiſe lectures from the pen 
of a time · worn mortal. The example of 
good mothers may, if human means can 
do it, effect a reform; but againſt the ex- 
ample of bad ones, to bring an hoſt of ar- 
guments i into the field, would be waging; 
war wichout the hope of a victory. „ 4 


* vc 
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© - 


' Novelty of firuation—the vivacity of 
; $9 09-499. yet unknowing what to ex- 
pect, on the daily return of her benefac- 
tor from the grand mart of intelligence 
the entertaining converſation of Mrs. St. 
Edmonds —and, above all, the leiſure 
Which retirement afforded for tender me- 
ditation, during the firſt. week of her ſe- 
cluſion, left no faculty in the mind of Cla- 
rifla WY: which Dy could enter. | 


Oh, ks changing * would the ex- 


claim, preſſing the hand of Mrs. St. Ed. 
monds, by how dear, how enchanting, is 
the ſolitude of this earthly paradiſe May 
I alwayslive in the preſence of thoſe guar- 
dian angels who canducted me hither !” 


Did Clariſſa ſpeak as ſhe thought? 

_ _ Certainly ſhe ſpoke as ſhe then thought. 
But that. female who can anſwer for what 
her thoughts may be, is only. the creature 

| ' of 


— 


EO. 
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of imagination, a rara-avis, which exiſts 
no, where but in the brain of lovers and 


* 


_ Having left town on the Monday, Son- 

day kept at a decent diſtance but it ar- 
rived at laſt; and Clariſſa attended her af- 
fectionate protectors to the pariſh. church, 
where, with the purity of angels, he might, "1 
and wiſhed to have lifted, up her ſoul to 
the preſiding Deity; but, being unverſed ; 
im any other form than. thoſe of a royal 
drawing - room, ſhe found herſelf ſtrangelyx 
puzzled for ſuitable anſwers in the cout 
- 0 Mo. %%% 


A 


v 


L 


Twine: to Mrs. St. Edmonds, ae” 
| confuſedly ſearching for the proper palms. | + 
from the firſt to the laſt page in the prayer 
book, put into her hand by that ad 
lady, required her aſſiſtance, with a bluſh.” 
of ſhame. ſo conſcious, yet ſo beautiful, 
7 C1. Ne ol 
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as muſt bark convinced a leſs prejudiced | 
obſerver, that in her ignorance there was 
no mixture of 1 impiety, and that her mind 
was devout, although her manners were 
uninformed, | 
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HE motto of our chapter deidlelia 9 
1 really the taſk of Mrs. St. Edmonds; 
for, though her pupil had attained almoſt 
the ſtage of womanhood, ſhe knew as little 
of domeſtic economy as of devotional prac- 
tice, and as little of either as the new born 


infant knows of W 


Both Mr. ) Ely and his fter ry 
the. happy art of conveying inſtruction, ; 
without making the object of their tuition 
too feelingly alive to her own deficiencies. / 
Another Sunday paſted, and brought no 

difniculties to Clarifla,—She returned from 
0 0 ſelf-tatisfied, and able to meet the 
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eyes of her paternal friends, emitting rays 
of approbation, uncruſhed by the mortify- 
ing recollection that her conduct had been 

particularly enen by folly of. 1gnorance. | 


: Still Clariſſa was the kar of her 
mother, and, as ſuch, in part the ſlave of 
her habits. Sundays had ever been deem- 

ed by Lady Ifleworth, as well as her fa. 

* ſhionable aſſociates, as fit for no other 
earthly purpoſe than to hold cancerts and 
ben at faro. 


50 muſt not AR be TONS UnnAs 
| tural, or even reprehenſible, the force of 
example being rightly conſidered, that Cla- 
nila thould feel the firſt and ſecond Sab- 
bath ſhe had ever aſſiſted to keep holy : 
fince her girliſh days, rather long and te- 
dious, eſpecially the hours of viſiting, drives 
to Hyde- -park and evening company —She- 
2 in vain from the windows for corenet 
cee could only ke from tbence 

| ſober 
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: 


ſober citizens, i the WW Bog air ; 
in taxed: carts; ſhe liſtened for the footman's. 
thundering rap, but could hear, only the 
village bell, which ſommoned her to the 
repetition of her morning duties, never 
omitted by the family with whom ſhe now 
reſided,” and in due time they alſo became 
nn . to Clariſſa. 33 6 


Nazi the favor 3 PP 
diſpoſition of their beloved young gueſt, _ 
the penetration of Mrs. St. Edmonds ſoon 
diſcovered, that the fmiling veil of chear- 
fulneſs worn by Clariſſa, was leſs the ma- 
nufactory of the heart than the labour of 
diſguiſe. She made this obſervation. to ber 
brother, who heartily joined with her in 
deviſing variety of ſcenes, to make her 
abandonment of thoſe vitiating ones 19 | 
which ſhe had ſo long been accuftomed,. - 0 

en more ſupportt-— 
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When the ſpring is a little advanced,” 
- faid. the merchant, © we will take her 
to Bath; and afterwards, if ſhe prefers 


a faſhionable watering place to this ſoli- 
tude, ſhe ſhall be e iz 


Ah!“ replied ire St. Kms, will 
not ſo much of it be reſcuing the poor child 
from one danger, and Plunging her into 
another?“ 


— No, Elizabeth | he 1 8 no 42. 
mage can enſue, either to her mind or re- 
d under your ref pectable patron- 
age! It is not the enjoyment of innocent 
pleaſures that contaminates, it is a miſuſe 
of them, by which they are rendered per- 
nicious. It is perilous, it is almoſt certain 
deſtruction, for the younger part of your 
ſex to ſuck diſſipation from the fame foun · 
iin with Lady Iſlewerth; but, to ſip it on 
* the flowery margin of the ſtreamlet, under 

| the canes: of a prudent friend, truly ma- 
WEL | & I ternal, 


We, wid. Ser Vary $7 Ar = 


WW 41 


ternal, to ſuch an atrangement there can 
be no poſſible objection. N 


* * | w * * 4 * 


Meri: St. Edmonds was not one of thoſe Nik 


independent females from whoſe judgment | 
there is no appeal, but, like her nameſake, 
the great Elizabeth of England, her ſter- yy 
ling wiſdom ſhone the brighter for having 5 
ſubmitted it to the direction of others, 
whom, daily experience told her, were ſtil 
wiſer than herielf—of courſe the merchant 
had ww _ W own Ws EE | 


Aer it was alſo 4. that 
their beautiful charge ſhould remain igno- 
rant of the excurſions they had planned for 


her fake, till the return of Sir- Frederick 24 


from the country ; ; becauſe, though Mr: 
Curry had purchaſed the rights of a nom - 
nal, he was too delicate to interfere” with 


the authority of a natural parent, as Tong 5 


as no ſacrifice ſhould be required inimical | 
to the happineſs or honoar of his adopted 
„ _ 


42 FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS. - 


ward: he therefore enforced ſilence, that 
ſhe might eſcape the mortification of diſ. 
appointment, if Sir Frederick ſhould hap- 
pen to >qppoſe his i intentions. 


| Shartly Co. to the e conver- 
ſation, or rather abridgement of their very 
intereſting conſultations, Mrs. St. Edmonds 
being confined to the houſe, by ſymptoms. 
of N very painful diſorder, to which ſhe 

vas unfortunately ſubject, deſired Clariſſa 
would uſe her carriage, to explore ſome 
pleaſant drives to which "ſhe had not yet 
conducted her in perſon; but, had all the 


pleaſures of the world been juſt then offer. 
ce ed to the grateful girl, ſhe would have re- 


nounced them, without heſitation, for the 
ſatisfaction of adminiſtering to the eaſe or 
nee: of her kind benefactrels. 


| « Ah, Madam!” tba Clariſſa, « if 
you ſend me from you, when my atten- 
tions may be ſerviceable, I ſhall think you 
3 | 2 7 
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dan not love me, or that you are incommod- 
ed by my. officiouſneſs 155 : Mfr ROY 


+ SE 
414 . 


cc a my as il 67 ad Mrs. d. 
Edmonds, “ you are near my heart, and 1 
would always have you near my perſon, if 
I could gratify my withes at any. W 


pence than the ride of your own beach. . 


6 Thien, as ind Clarifla, 66 you 1 
command me to leave you, for to your ſo- 
ciety I owe the reſtoration of my health, 

and it is only being maine 1595 chat 
can impair TTC ON 

Here 3 the conteſt: and never 
did Miſs Iſleworth exert her powers. of 
pleaſing with more ardour, or to better ef · 
fect, than for the amuſement of her mater · 
nal friend, during eight days chat her con- 

Garment: laſted, 


- 


l 


More 


— 


merchant and his fiſter, no ſooner was the 


— — 
f 
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More than ever endeared both to the 


latter recovered than they turned their 
Whole attention to the inveſtigation of the 


th ſecret ſadneſs which, with all her efforts, 
Clariſſa could not entirely diſguiſe from the 
tynx-eye of their affectionate ſolicitude,— 
They only waited to receive the clue from 
| herſelf to remove her uneaſineſe, if that 
were poſſible, nor waited long for the op- 

5 e they anxiouſiy een 


-- Having breakfaſted de: previous 
to Mr. Curry's daily peregrinations from 
Enfield to London, from London to En- 
field, Clariſſa obſerved, that ſhe could not 
account for her mother's filence—* I have 
not had one line from ber,“ ſaid ſhe, 
© though I have been abſent more than 
three weeks I wonder what they are about, 
that they thus ſeem to Rye” all forgotten 
me . . . | 
ag IT ö . 
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The hint was ſeized on with avidity. — 


Her guardian offered to take her with him 
to town Mrs. St. Edmonds ſaid ſhe would 
accompany them—-and. Clarifla accepted 
this new proof of their goodneſs with a ſort 
of capture, which it was impoſſible to miſ- 
take for any other ſentiment but the real 


one—filial affection towards a parent, who Dy 


| very ou acierved to ATA it. 


% You ſhall make a ſhort viſit, 5 aid t the 


merchant, to Lady Newerth—my Aer 


will wait for you at my counting-houſe, 


where I can treat you with a ſandwich, 
- which will enable us to return home to * 
late dinner.“ 

Cuariſſa 8 heart danced, and ber eyes. 
ſparkled—ſhe kiſſed the hands of the in- 
dulgent pair, who had thus conſiderately 
catered for her ſatisfaction. The chaiſe 
which was to have conveyed 3 its maſter to 
1 . e | N | town, 


% 3 
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town, was exchanged for Mrs. St. Ed- 
monds's coach, in which they ſet out, in 
ſuch harmony of ſpirits as are more fre. 
' quently experiencetl by thoſe who have 
ſomething to think of and ſomething to do, 
than by the unrefleQing, the ie, or © the 


diff pn.” 
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THE ALARM», 


F ITHERTO, I believe, it has never 
been allowed, that the ſervant of a 
citizen can ever arrive at the all-perfe& 
knock at a great man's door; for which the 
domeſtics of great men at the weſt end of 
the town have been diſtinguiſhed time im- 
| memorial, Ng 


. 
. Ci 


Whoenls has fallen into this error would 
have retracted, could they have heard the 
thundering which announced Miſs Ile. 
worth at the door of her mother, ſound- - 

ing in her ears ſo much like the annuncia- 
tion of a duke or a ducheſs, that it threw 
her into a terrible ſtate of confuſion, ariſing 
from the ſituation in which ſhe happened 
55 he OO 
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uſt then to be placed, and would cer- 
tainly have pulled the bell to ſay ſhe was 
not at home, if the hope, however unlikely, 
that this important viſitor might be the duke 

of Billberry, to lay at her feet the patent 
of her huſband's nobility, had not - for a 
moment reſtrained her. . 


10 that moment of Peitatich Clariſa 
ruſhed in at the door fle w through all 
ſorts of glittering impediments ſtrewed on 
the floor—and, unmindful of the herd of 
trades- people by whom her ladyſhip was 
encircled, gave utterance to the livelicſt 
; aa Joy and tenderneſs. '$ . 


=o 1 am glad to ſee you, my dear, and 
1 am glad to ſee you looking ſo hand- 
ſome,” ſaid Lady Iſle worth, but Juſt 
now 1 am extremely. buſy, ſo do wot in- 
tereppe. me.” 5 | 
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Mn — e continued, a8 X53 it was 
of no conſequence. to name the man hoe 
noured; by her commands, Lady Ang 

_ fays ſhe will; keep the eat ring and neck - 
lace, though ſhe thinks the Wy pauli 
7 pn 28 


That * Bu the Pre my „ Lady?” 


F 3+ 5 © EE 
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4 Oh, I bene aſked N ns, 
price aa Mans I" IL. 18 
Doſe r. | et 7 


\ 


TG een low indeed, my Lady '— 
the whole, amount of theſe | argicles is only 
fifteen hundred guineas !—threa, thouſand 
would but have paid for them, if the mar- 

kets had pat fallen, through the quanti- 
dies N a Ergngh pobllty.” Tod 


- 


29] by 
ey Yes, an e es fo that 
—_— preſent! :* only remember the chain 
and bracelets are ſent home Khurſday ſe' en: 
ver. 111. D nights: 73 
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night, and not later than one-o'clock't— 
remember alſo, that the chain is to be 
lengthened three yards, and four rings 

added to the bracelets—in their preſent | 
ſtate Lady Ann cannot endure them.” 


: 


This notable matron now waved her 
band, as much as to ſay—* You are diſ- 
miſſed.” But, before he went out of the 
room, the jeweller put to her the ſimple 
queſtion ' of To whoſe: account, my 
Lady, are the articles to be placed?“ 


4 Sir Frederick Iſleworth's !” ſhe replied, 
with a nod, and e dhe Jeweller | 


+4; 


_— n 11 * 4 £9921] 
"fil | 11812 01 Line SU 6 bind 
Uickenber claimant to her attention Was 
about to ſucceed him, when Clariſſa, im- 
patient to hear ſome tidings of her father, 
ventured on an act of diſobedience, by 
aſking bow he did, and when ber mother 
bd n e312 915 210 270 Dns 
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TEN ap Hei is very well now!” was the anſwer, 

turning over ſeveral cards of rich points, 
without beſtowing a ſingle glance towards 
the fair queriſt, on whoſe countenance: ſhe. 


would have ſeen a certain expreſſion of 


horror, diſplayed in crimſon characters, the 


_ glowing fruits of her own perſiſting) i in the .. 


uſual routine of extravagance, which had 
already ſo nearly and ſo lately cond ucted 
them to the vary. gates by eee Pa 
241 338 
Clara cad not | behold this. enthing ; 
Shim ada ; yet her fluſhed cheeks. 
alone betrayed the emotions of her thoughts 
—her lips durſt not diſcloſe them ſhe 
might ſilently condemn, but Mbhrodld” not 
reproach Ber er bean ird en 


 Alarmed ar her ladyſhip's thort reply, 
te that her father was very well no, Cla- 


riſſa again demanded, ** if he had been Fg 
ſince he left town 7”. VV 


D2 Finding 


— . — —̃˖ÜXk 
— 
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Finding it impoſſible to get rid of ber 
importunities, Lady Iſſeworth ſaid, in a 
peeviſh tone, My God! child, why 2510! 
you torment me, till I have ſent away thoſe 


1 78525 52 | 


Pear mama, FR not be angry only 
tell me what you meant, when you ſaid 
papa was very well now 7—tell me this, 
and I will not interrupt you again! 


5 Clariſſa, as ſhe ſpoke, had ſeized one of 


her mother's hands, and her ſweet eyes 
emplored for the favour of an anſwer ſtill 


more ata) than her __ 


t Wenk, ahh Aa Jeans hands, 
would have found em ployment for them 
all, in tumbling over the mountains of 


| Anery within her reach, therefore could 


not afford one out of two to the embrace 
of ber daughter, du ſaid, as the with- 
drew 1 I 


« Shall 


" B's * 
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«« Shall I repeat to o you chevlend times; 
Sir Frederick is very well zow ?—— Mrs: 


Modern, let Lady Ann's linen be trim- 


med with this point—it is an abſolute dar- : | 


ling!“ Then, turning again to Clariſſa 
« You know how madly he Tides—his hotſe - 
- threw him the firſt day of his] journey, and 
put out his collar-bone; but he is yore 
N well as I wiſh him! N 


1 * * 
"4 = 


„Oh!“ A] che: earls 25 a 1 
tear and a ſigh, what a dreadful acei- 
dent I—but, thank God my dear father is 
now well—very well !—It muſt be ſo, be- 
cauſe mama ſays he is 48 well as he 
wiſhes !” 5 
This little ejaculation was uttered ſo 

ſoftly that it reached only the ear of her 
motlier, who, with a ſmile (not of appro- | 
bation), whiſpered in her turn—® Dont 
make EONS a fool, child, 185 adopting 
e 3 k 
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the cant of the Meihodilt rene po live | 
with! 22 50 1 ä | 4: 


1 Clariſſa could ſcarcely reſtrain her diſ- 
pleaſure at this illiberal, as well as unfound- 
ed ſarcaſm ; but ſtill reſpe& kept her filent, 
and ſhe ſpoke no more till the whole mul- 
titude of money-ſuckers were all diſmiſſed, 
with as many different orders, every one in g 
the way of his buſineſs, as Sir Frederick's | 
eftates, had they been clear of incum- 
brances, could not have paid for under a 
leſs Le than at ous one . 5 e 


14466, « Now, Miſs inen pri, ” (aid we ks” 
ſhip, throwing herſelf at full length on a 
ſofa, © whilſt I am enjoying a little reſpite 
from fatigue, let me hear your adventures, 
and how Y ou have. continued to exiſt e 
long out of the world,” “ 


5 


— 


1 
- 


7 Dear mama, 1 adventures can oh: 
have to relate et, from my very heart, 
1 am 
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I am able to aſſure you,. that 1 have been 
extremely happy in the ſociety of Mrs. St. 
Edmonds and her generous brother, to 
whom we are all ſo greatly indebted. 5 


<« Liſten to me, Clariſſa 150 hoſe. 
mercantile people I will not be diſturbed!” 
you may be civil to them now, but here- 


after I muſt have you underſtand your own 


I R 15 


* 


% That is a pile [But when. time 


ſhall develope i it, no ſuch names as your 
Miſtreſt St. Edmonds, or your Miſter Any-" 
bodies, can certainly obirade! N . 
viſting- books.“ 6! £99 a e e 


1272 


1 Charifſa $ 155 will be found i in we. next 
| 0 


Px R * * * » 
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,, 


"a4 


CHAP. Y LIL. 


2 —_ 


15 SHORT AND pw I b 


. OOKING. at her arother with Sade: | 
ful expreſſion, whether | ſhe was to 


; cone her in or out of her ſenſes, ** Ma- 


” ſaid ſhe, © I do not comprehend 


8 28 825 


.. 


- *© Impoſſible, child, that you ſhould al- 
together underſtand it! for I have often 
remarked you are wonderfully remiſs in 
the accurate ſcience of penetration. How- 
ever, enough has been ſaid at preſent the 


future will explain Itſelf ! —Meantime I 


ſnall manage in the beſt poſſible manner 


for your intereſt, and J hope, my dear, 
you are fully confirmed in the opinion that 
it cannot be beiter conducted!“ 


Be lore 
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Before the ſtill unconvinced ' girl as to 
the ſtate of her mother's intellect, could, 
at the expence- of truth, pay ihhe demands 
made on her veracity, the entrance of Ar. 
thur ſuddenly put ts death a fete. ite, 
already lengthened beyond the time when 
Clariſſa knew ſhe ſhould de expected in 
Brbad-· ſtreet; but, to leave tho room juſt 
as her brother entered it, Would have 
wounded her ſenſibility - ſhe therefore roſe 
to receive bis ſalute with animated and 5 
n Aden. we * 
FFF 
* char $ appearince was dew renircibly 
appropriate to his many diftintipns,/ fuch 
as—huſband to a gay lady of quality—cer= 
tain heir to a baronet —untertaia inkicritage 
of a coronet, or n to the INDO 
EINE] 102111 26 Tin 
1 * il We 2110 
Wülk vceiving: E offered kiſs frotw 
the lips of his ſiſter, ſhaking her roughly 
by the hand, teſtifying bis Pleaſure ac ſee - 
2 5 ing 


/ 
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ing her, with many unmeaning oaths, ha- 
bitually uſed by the ſon as well as the 
father, enquiring if ſhe had been kicking 
up a row amongſt the old country quizes, 
and ſuppoſing, with a ſort: of wit peculiar 
to himſelf, that they had ſent her home by 
a pariſh-paſs—all this time his mother did 
not ceaſe to ſurvey him e Wa b 
e Rn at laſt china 


2 « Patience 3 me 01 what a gue ps 


Fi 


The figure he 90300 in 5 eyes. of 
Lady Iſleworth is not unworthy ſtricture 
from the pen of an author: — His tall im- 
menſe perſon was covered from the throat 
to the heels with a long flannel dreſſing- 
gown, not of immaculate whiteneſs—his 
hair was uncombed—his beard vnſhaven 
his face unwaſhed and, to compleat the 
unt enſemble, two crimſon garters hung ſuſ- 
pended from his neck, inſtead of occupy- 
ng their deſtined han round his knees. 
9 95 My 
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1-46 My God!“ again repeated his deli⸗ 
cats. moiher, by will you inſult my 


patience hy a = me in pan n 
hs HIT aun . 1 14.919 ah 


„ a ; R 
: 7 £ #14 RES. EG * =" 
e bl » ind; * 


„ n- bis: repljad; <« there is no 


but Clary was _ en Gary" is next 


to Ol Js > F a % FOCAL + 54 4 : 4 
D ay: — 2 : 4 18 * * : * - a "a4 4 * 44 * — 
1 : 


? k 


* G- nos he vim e ve 013901 © 


Thank you, -brother !? ſaid. Clans, 


hy 4 ſmile of perfect good humour:— 


« Siſters may overlook. what would: difguft 


a wife; and, for the ſake of your lady, it 


would give me pleaſure to ſee. you a little 
more exact as to en N rer. 
ance. 


3 
* 


a 99 41 n ; 
voy nene a00 ;anvinmoc a 75 | 1004 
- 2983 12 is juſt what 17 da to ob⸗ 
bee retorted her angry ladyſhip, and 


e — 


need f of ceremony between ; friends 2—1 | 
knew you was alones at Haſt that nobody 


is the wiſeſt thing, Clariſſa, I ever heard 
you utter. Go!“ added ſhe, in a tone 
AA e awfully 
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awfully folemn—* Go, Sir, to your toilet! 
there abdicate your errors, and think of 
your good fortune, which has ſent out that 
dear creature Lady Ann on a protyenade 
with Lord Clarence!“ 8 5 


* s 


| ' * 
1 U #* © {<0 
' E 


N „ E | wiſh it were to they od 1” es 

IM - plied Arthur, wich a broad-grin ; * better 

[ | abroad than at home! But that is not my 
bDuſineſs !—I want the two hundred, mo- 
ther, to pay for my wife's coach-horſes, 


which you would make me buy; though 
- I told you they were d- d dear, and not 
vous ner * 0 2 219 ie 230 


Told NY 


970 © Loy Ann liked ew, ene 
approbation ſanctiſies ay indulgence !” faid 
her ladyſhip, * ſo let me hear no more of 
your boyiſh comments; but, when you 

have made yourſelf proper, return hither, 

1 and you ſhall receive the paltry ſum you 
IF | ee 3 


» 333 , 
* „. 


Arthur 
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Arthur, in truth, walted- the money for 
hs or private uſes; the heceſſity for which 
had kept him waking the whole preceding 
night ; aud, now, like a troubled n 


Chriſtian t to „ butyl body for the repoſe of 
his ſoul; having foarid-that kind Chriſtian 
in his on mother; lie departed” in peace 
to the world of ſpirits—ehoice ſpirits! ſtili 
cloathed with mortality, and who, for the 
crime of wanting the 'reedful, had actually 
andren bim out of _ wa i \ rat iatlt 


"ot 1 hRf 
71 . 4 * Ts > 
4 (>: > Fl * . 'F of. 


oe © With6ie 220 may ay,” cried | 
Lay Heworth, „that few ladies "of con. 
dition have bnd 10 hcl for rheir families | 
as I have done !—Nay, don't look grave; 


Clariſſa, ee turn will © come next! pn | 
E 4" + 111 7 wi 8 21 1 1 1411181 1 LY. 125 


Chan indeed did _ grave; bab ters 
Was the gravity of prudeflce, not öf envy, 
tie looked at her watck—ſuw the” had 
conliderably exceeded the dime or her Ap 


FN | 


* - 
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Ppointment—would have taken her leave 
and, with that intention, roſe to embrace 
defender. AW 211 5 AE! 4 50 W Du 


ha J * 2 
1 1 
. 1% iT] TIS >] LY 32 4 WII ds - $3 804 


her ohne . an Emotion $4 bi or 
pretended ſarpriſe—** Sure : your cit friends 
cannot preſume to expect that my, daughter 
is to become e eee 07 
291 % orte nn le roch tie hadieuls: 
vil! 60 Dear. mama, they are all goodneſs — 
But for them, you know, 1. ſhould not 
have been able to have ſeen you this morn- 
ing -von remember papa's agreement 
with Mr. Curry, and I feel no repugnance 
zaum the hoſtage. for its fulfils 


9 | | 
4 . * — 5 „ vw FTI, ST 0 113 My 42 1 2 


"LEY 


cc WY > . 14 5 
Jy #1 2; BY P TOY Os 1:0 


« Your father 1s > nat doing fly things, 
and:thas of ſending you into, flavery with 


E 


15 people is one of, the mop fooliſh; 


oweyer, if 1 it muſt be ſo, 80 your mark! ; 
Benet 


but remember to. tell ine, Jou are. to 
attend 
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attend your ſiſter Lady Am \Ifoviorth's 


preſentation at St. James's; next Thurſday fy | 


ſe'nnight. I ſhall prepare you a beauti- 
ful dreſs, my dear, for the occaſiqn.—1 
hope you may look uncommonly hand- 


ſome !—The drawing - room will be crowd- FT 


ed, and perhaps the Duke of —Ob, 
what a giddy creature I am!“ ſhe continu- 
ed, interrupting herſelf —* it had almoſt . 

eſcaped mel Well, now you may fet out! 
Adieu!“ —offering her cheek inſtead of 
her lips, to the ſalute of the filence-ſtricken 
Clariſſa, who, ſtepping back from the door, 


begged (ſhe might be allowed to look in 


upon her little ſiſters for one moment; 


but was told they were gone to ſee ſome 


dancing- dogs, juſt imported, at the Hay- 

market. She then enquired for the un- 
fortunate boarders of the more unfortunate 

Parſon Trotter; on which ſubje& ſhe re- 
ceived no other information, than that no 

letter had arrived from them ſince ſhe left 
7, TY town, 


2 


— 


rr 
— > 


— 
5 
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town, of courſe that their mother knew 
nothing about them 


214 TY 32 $5473 f DJ ©EC0325 17" tif | Ps IAA # 


I will write to them,“ ſaid Clariſſa to 
herſelf, as ſhe walked down ſtairs; and in 
leſs than half an hour ſhe was in the arms 


a 


* * 5 


* 9 — * 
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R I REDERICE, on te day appoint- 
ed, having adjuſted his money nego- 

ciation with Mr. Curry, and recewed from 
that gentletan the full price of his Weſt- 
moreland eſtate, returned home, threu 
two thouſand into the lap of Lady Iſle- 
worth—{(it was a debt of honour; there- 
fore he paid it)—another five hundred; 
alſo a debt of honour; he left on the toilet 
of Mrs. Snug and. without ſaying what 
were his intentions, proceeded to the livery- 
ſtable where he kept his hunters, deſign- 
ing, with all expedition, to viſit his bo- 
rough, being informed, from the very beſt 
authority, that parliament would certainiy 
be diſſolved after a very ſhort ſittiug. 
| | N 
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In his way to Fozzard's, Chance, ever 
buſy in carving for thoſe with whoſe affairs 
Providence does not chuſe to trouble itſelf, 
threw in his path one of her own daſhing 
ſons, by whoſe eloquent perſuaſion he was 
prevailed on to delay his journey till the 
next morning, for the purpoſe of joining a 
party at one of the ſubſcription-houſts, 
which would probably not riſe from play 
till day-light, as one of its members; his 
Grace of Billberry, was to ben ys the. 
„ eee ans anden 


2 
11 : 


Fe o meet bis Grice of Billberry is 
_- own'ſon-in-law elect the huſband of his 
daughter! the father of his grandchildren! 
and the very door of his own entrance 
to the Houſe of Lords were induce- 
ments not to be reſiſted. He that day 
| lounged with his friend; and, before mid- 
night, bad the felicity of being placed, not 
only at the ſame table, but actually vis-a- 
vis to the 2 of — EORE his 
new 


- 
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new patroneſs Chance: made his partner f Fa 
the firſt rubber, and, to crown her Aube he 
divided all the oa N ben them. 


A EPS ſo complet, DS 0 i oe 5 
tained; did not fail to relax the duke's 
natural reſerve of countenance—he flattered 

the vi//tonary's ſkill with the moſt ſmiling 
condeſcenſion, and made him, if poſſible, 
ten times more the fool of expeCtation, than 
ever. Of his own views he was forbidden 
to ſpeak; yet, when the rubber ended, he 
took an opportunity of informing his grace 
that he was immediately going to his bo- 
rough that he ſhould be re-choſen - to a 
certainty, but would never again vote with 
the preſent miniſter.— To which the duke 
only anſwered with a- flight bow,” and A 
took his place at the n | 


oy 


. + 
"Dali 15 reſt of he 1 alla r 
and the little man came no more in con- 


ect; whilſt fickle fortune, who, like the 
22 22 WR 


4% 


68 . PASHIONABLS INVOLVEMENTS: 


1 world, always abides by the ſtrongeſt, con- 
 *tinvedito fill the pockets of his grace, and 
to empty thoſe of the baronet; ſo that at 
nine o'clock in the morning, he found 
himſelf on Hounſlow-heath, as much richer 
in hope as he was impoveriſhed 1 in circum- 
ſtances, having left behind him, in the 
keeping of his ſhadowy ſon · in- law, ſolid 
bank - bills for three thouſand five 120. 
dred. 
Rege lag that is ei to 9 con- 
cerning the reſt of Sir Frederick's journey 
has already been faid by Lady Iſleworth, 
viz. that he had rode like a madman—had 
fallen from his horſe—and diſlocated his 
collar-bone ;—which accident happened to 
him within the convenient diſtance of only 
ſix miles from his borough, from whence 
he could receive the multitudes, both gentle 
and ſimple, at their ' pleaſure, the former 
| from the body corporate, the latter from 
the mur public. For the firſt he brought 


_- Fit ich 
| | . * VI 
© , / 
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with him ſuch ample proviſion, that they + 
departed well fatisfied—and the latter, not 
leſs contented, with ſhowers of golden pro- 
miſes, backed by immediate orders to open 
every houſe of reception for their accom- 
modation, and to licence as many more 
private ones as could be purchaſed, for the 
hoſpitable purpoſe of taking them from 
wholeſome labour, ſtarving their ee 
and e them 5 their nn 72 
Having i from who! hag of his 
ſurgeon with his head in its right place, in 
ſix days he joined his conſtituents on their 
own dung-hill, where he muſt remain, till 
it ſhall be neceſſary, for the uſual regula» 
tion of his affairs, that he ſhould [i We 
Himſelf x in the ock of e 40 


_ 
$ 2 7 
Oy 


The ls ke 8 which had BER ” 
announced to Clariſſa for the court pre» 


ſentation of her brother's * Saif g at | 
"bes . * 


— 
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the ſame time that ſhe would be expected 
to attend the bridal cavalcade, Mrs. St. 
Edmonds made her ſome preſents of beauty 
and value from her own caſket. Beſides, 


on the following morning, at the requeſt 


of her brother, who would not admit even 
the appearance of diſobedience to the com- 
mands of a parent, in which there was nei- 
ther criminality ,or imprudence, ſhe ſet her 
down at the door of her mother, and pro- 
miſed to call for her again in the evening, 
intending to ſleep at her brother's town- - 
houſe, for the accommodation of her fa- 
vourite, whom Mr. Curry would not have 
been eaſy to leave under the diſſipated roof 
of Lady Iſle worth for one ſingle night, leaſt 
that ane night might lead to another, an- 
other, and another, to the damage, if not 
the total overthrow, of all the rational ſen- 
timents which had ſprung up in her mind 
TY da a Ae weeks reſidence | in the 


- 5 Linh 
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Lady lfeworth, when infarmed by Cla- 


rid of the merchant's arrangements, ſtorm- 5 


ed and pouted to no manner of effect, be- 


ing well loformed, chat the authorith wk | 
which he was inveſted could never be made 


to acknowledge bis fupemority:: but when; 


to reſtore: her good humour, Mrs. St. Ed 

monds's magnificent preſents-were: diſplays 
ed, her cquntenance cleared. he Proteſted : | 

Mrs. St. Edmonds did not want taſte in . 


the ſelection af feminine: ornaments,) or 


diſcrimination.inihefioviag them ſelected 

a few of the moſt ſhewy—ſaid the would 
that day wear | them herſelf, but return 1488 
them in che evening and ſhewed, to the 
aſtoniſhed Clariſſa, ſuch a collection of 

ſhnewy apticles, previouſly prepared fur her 


_ exhibition, as muſt have gratified her va- 


nity, had ſhe been as frivolous in allire- | 


ſpecks ls ber mother. 1 ef ch avail 159 ; 


3 ae. 


Urſula ated. as hi zh-priefles... at = | 
toilet of her young, . ſometimes weep- 


ing, 


— 
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ing; ſometimes: ſmiling, '/but always en- 


8 ; deavouring to prevail on Clariſſa to requeſt 


lowed to return with her. to Enfield Chace, 
« For, Mifs,” ſaid ſhe, „ don't know 


75 . vou can do without-:me.—Befides, 


our family are all ſo at ſixes and ſevens, 


that I am now, as it were, Were x LM 


_ yet employed by Og” wal 9 


35353 $34 72 TY . Hi 4 C 2 


\- Clarifia-bade her be: of ERR FADED fas; 
Gabe; did not «want: her attendance 


where fhe was provided with family ſer- 


vuants, the moſt ready and the moſt oblig · 


ing in the world, yet, if ever ſhe happened 


to be her own. nuiſtreſs, . (bluſhing at the 


ſuppoſitĩon, becauſe, perhaps, at that mo- 
ment ſhe thought of Percival Bateman 
c affure yourſelf, Urſula,” faid ſhe, you 


ſhall have the firſt plnos. in my a 


ment. 
- * * * 3 „ »V 
1 "IR Py by T47 4 Fo + $i:ty! 
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repling Urſula; 


piodigibumay® / 9 72 
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Ber why apart, wha. 


£71; 5 eral 192 


e ir be'6tHerhy Ne 5 
we all Kb, Wir yk, Paper HEB th be. 
made a körd ?- zfor, tiöugft y Md ys 
nothing abbüt it, our ußkbifterer toi us 
a violent ſecret laſt night rtf lle Wack her Ws, 


 ladyſhip's orders to paint coronets on all 
the new furniture ſhe has beſpoke for che 
three large entertaining r. rooms!” 


Before Clariſſa could form an anſwer to 8 


what ſhe conſidered the effuſions of a 


dreamer, ſhe received 2 ſummons to the 


drawing-room, where her mother and Lady 
Ann only waited for her chair to bring up 
the rear, preceded each by three footmen 


Lam 'cotivinced, in- my? = 
own mind, you will be a great lady, and ,- 
e ee 3 


reellen b ü Aer er- 7 


1 


volk ar. . 1 5 Lein 
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in new liveries, except Clarifla's, to whom 
one on 1 £9999, be allot * 


It Lac 5 "Sol" to 3 into a. 
detail of the ſplendid dreſſes worn on the 
occaſion : they were all fine, but Lady 
Ann's by far the fineſt ; and of the two 
ſiſters, her ladyſhip was the moſt ſtrikingly - 
handſome—Miſs Ifleworth the moſt inſi- 
nuatingly lovely. As to Arthur, no argu- 

ments (and none had been (| pared by his 


mother) could. prevail on him to ſhew him- 


ſelf 1 in Oo ciree. 


4 f 
„ 


"þ 


FASHIONABLE [NVOLVEMENTS: : : 1 


— 
- 1 
* id £ 
. / 8 
* < a 

U 8 # - * 0 3 1 X 1 9 d 7 : "I 4 7 3 . 4 

f LEGESEF-S3-Z43 6 ee 
— 8 4 * . * 
. q — p k 4 Y 
71 f , 9 3 # 5 7 : : EY 4 

v M ” : : 7 
% ? ; j % SI ; | C ; 4 3 J i * 1 P * * 4 9 5 8 3 * © = ; 
- e y R +'s ” 

R a a 1 
* , # 4 - # | $ P 1 * A Fr ods 
ny 7 «Ms * : + | "4 3 . 54 

« 1 Lf , Tas Rn -0 * : 

- . * - 5 ” * 

» F — * 
* - ; 


on 
i } 


- $0MBTHING 10 PLEASE; AND- souE- bo 
S099} 1 - THING ro VEXs 5 19 2141 


Aby ANN's 3 ied o of” 
like other preſentations—· engaged | 
much the ſame ſort of attention drew out 
the ſame fort of comments from the unin- 
tereſted beholders : ſome thought one 
thing, ſome another, as to the beauty of 
the rival ſiſters; but all who did not per- 
ſonally know either Lord Clarence or Ar- 
thur Iſleworth, agreed in one opinion, that 
his lordſhip was the bridegroom, and of 
all bridegrooms the moſt faſcinated and 5 
the moſt attentive which had ever appear- | 
ed in the great mark] five weeks after cn mar- 
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Lady e head, always of the 
lighteſt, turned inceſſantly from fide to 
* fide, hoping to diſcover the Duke of Bill- 
berry in the attitude of a lover, with arms 
folded, and eyes fixed on the face of his 
adorable-!—But her ladyſhip had forgotten 
that his grace was no: courtier, till recol- 
lection of the circumſtance became neceſ- 
ſaxy to ſoften tho diſappdintment ſſie 1 
verely encountered at nat finding him i 
the circle... Lady Ann, on the contrarys.: 
was ſo agreeably engaged by Lord: Cla- 
rence, that ſhe ſaw not her on fathen, 
though hai ſtood auithin. a feu ipaces of hen; 
and, if ſhe) had choſen to be dt̃af as well | 
as-bling, to all objects] on ex cemed the 
name of Lord Benvour; prettyc audibly p 
agnouaced, Weuld 1 have been annduunced 1 
in vain ; but enteringe the: ear, thei eyes 
followed, and met thoſe: oßithe ald peer, 
ta hom j he: Gppetl a ſmiling cuitfey; 
which had in it nothing of reverence, andi 
then 3 Lord Clarence —“ Father 
1 17 ; 8 * 
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' Moſes, you ſee, has wandered out of the 
Wilderneſs, and, Ir ror n wife 
Naan: Fachiter . 485418 IN 1g Iron.” 


k 


A Kleen, wth h ati Jays 
but infinitely leſs wit, made her comments 
on the lonely exhibition; whilſt Lord Ben- 
vour ſcemed to conſider himſelf totally in 

dependent of her ladyſhip; and her lady- | 
ſhip's an e N 1 1 | 


. Every: binds {muſt know, that it as ino 
more the duty of fine ladies to go to court, 
than co return from it dying with fatigue; | 

| to drop their hoops, lounge on ſolas, ant | 

wiſh there was no ſuch jplace/invthe-worlda 
This granted, can it be; thought extraor- 
dinary, that the chairs were brought into _ 
the Hall, without the languid fair ones, b 


whom they were freighted, caſting a ſingle 


* do . : 

4 : ” a * 
Fg { * I * 

1 by | 


glance on a ſort of mongrel carriage jjuſt 


driving from the door, drawn by -orie weak 
. . fin a ſtill mote fainting conditio ; 
K 3 5 than | 
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FE themſelves ? Such was really the caſe !- 
But, had it chanced to have attracted their 
notice, the myſtery of whom it conveyed 
could not have been ſooner explained: for, 
on the heads of the chairs being lifted, two 
tall young women ran forwards, laughing, 

ſhouting, and throwing their arms around 
the neck of Lady Iſleworth, crying out, as 
they ſeized her almoſt to Rrangulation— 
3 Here we are, mama!“ "Tak 


Mama did not receive their careſſes as 
any other mama might or ought to have 
done, to whoſe negligence alone was owing 
their gawky figures and unpoliſhed man- 
ners; but wounded vanity and invaded au- 
thority aſſiſted her to reſiſt their rough en- 
dearments, which were beſtowed with more 
ſucceſs on the gentle Clariſſa, who affec- 
tionately returned their embraces, and an- 
ſwered their importunate queſtions, till 
Lady :Ifleworth proceeded forward with 
more than common dignity; commanding 

Og „ 5 her 
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| her geen to follow, not a little pleaſed 5 
that Lady Ann, by running to her dreſſ- 
ing- room, had eſcaped the mortification 

of being called ſiſter, by two ſuch Hotten- 


tots.— As Dive,” ſaid Lady Iſleworth, 
mentally,” * ſhe ſhall not ſee them, till 1 125 


have wrought their auk ward figures into 
ſome ſort of faſhion rn 


0 
. 
P 3 
Ks 


— 


In one TI of the a room whither ſhe. 
preceded the young group (either of which 
might almoſt, in perſonal charms, have 
vied with Clariſſa, had they been ſet off 
to the ſame advantage), ſtood a middle - 
aged man, whoſe uniform, whilſt it be 


ſpoke him a ſon of the chureh, alſo, by its 7 


ſhabby ruſticated appearance, announced 
him, of all her ſons, the leaſt indebted to 
bes partiality for the- ns of this wats. 


: TED he -appiidaetiod i 9 

Lady Iſleworth, who, bluſbing through _—_ 

Het: rouge as ſhe entered at the door, and 
13 E 4 N caſting 
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gt caſting on him a dreadful look of . 
- tad ridiculouſly called -out—*<,MytGod:!_. 
Sir, -how came you. here ?—and how have 
you preſumed to bring home the girls with- 
out my orders ?“ Nor waiting poor Par- 
ſon Trotter's reply, Who, overawed by het 
commanding preſence, rather choſe to ſtudy 
for an anſwer. than to mgke one extegapo- 
rary, ſhe rang the bell with ſo great violence 
that. Mrs. Harris ran from her lady Mi p's 
ꝗreſſing· roqm with a bottle of drops, S- 
Pecting at leaſt o have found her in n 
Kinting⸗ fit, baving anticipated the ſurpriſe 
the muſt experience on cher return from 
a 3 at finding her family ſo ſuddenly. 

and, ſhe feared, ſo unpleaſingly augment- 
ed. he therefore,received the following 
command, without (owing any extraor- 
dinary tokens of egi ger. t 


. Go, take theſe children,” | paimiog; to 
1 newly arrived daughters, and lock 


them up! in the _ ]partment, that 
pie» „ 
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they og not run wild about te ndaſe, 
as they ſeem inclined to do l Make haſte 
and confine them make haſte, L ſayll 
I would not have Lady Ann ſee the little 
ſavages in their "—_ ws nn mi- 
_ 067/050. eee alle 


7 
* 


« I will gow tem . 1 de 
Gid Claxifſa, 104 oli iro © 
| | * eh ppp 41 la 

47 N * e is ot alto - 
N oonſiſtent with your: dignity n re- 
1 her ladyſhip. 9000: ig of i 
Me ee ne 
makes you ſo huffiſn !“ cried Arabella 
J hope, mama, ſaid Matilda, nn. 
we are gone, vou will not believe 4il;that 
Parſon Trotter tells you:. Not a fingle | 
word of bis nonſenſe!” rejoined Arabella; - 
for if he tells tales upon us, we can gi 
him e ene day in the 
EL ol n $73 2 3353006 AY "If 7 
2 0 2 3 | Mrs. 
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MIS. Harris ſhuffled them out of the 
room, and Lady Iſleworth opened with 
vidlepts on the _ * 9 


27711 


100 Piakaps; Mie. What-d ere, you 
think to defend the confuſion your auda- 
cious conduct has thrown my houſehold 
into, by ſome ridiculous made-up ſtory or 
other? —Aſſure yourſelf I ſhall liſten to none 
of them !—But, if you come to be paid | 
for transforming the Miſs Iſle worths from 
poliſhed young ladies to abſolute e 
Where i is your account?? 1 


„ ws 171 is here, my TE ps app Parſon 
Trotter, trembling at her anger, yet re- 
Joicing there was now ſome chance he 
ſhould receive the balance“ It is here, 
my Lady!” preſenting his own bill for 
board and lodging, and his wife's for paſt 
ſervyices, all blended together: and, while 
her ladyſhip' s ſcornful eyes uncondeſcend- 
ingly glanced on _ total, her fair hand 
took 
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ah as many bank · notes Gas 'A Fplendid:! 


pocket-book as equalled the ſum demand- ö : 


ed; nor did ſhe throw them at his head, 


but only on the table, bidding him take _ 


them up and be gone adding, I had . 
intended io ſend you Miſs Diana and Mils | 


Stella; but now, you may tell your wife, = 


who muſt be the moſt altered woman in 
the world; that I have had quite , 
of her talents for education ! PS it: 


15 | : ern,, x 
Writing 4 8 and 3 55 
ing the notes in a little black caſe, where, 
on Sundays, he uſed: to carry his ſermong, _ 
and his band neatly, folded, from church . 
to church, he felt ſo happy at his own | 
marvellous good luck, that the payment, 
and not the mode of making it, engrofled 
the whole of his attention,.<He acknow- 
ledged her generoſity with the moſt ſub- 
miſlive gratitude ;—but, to ſhew he nei- 
ther heard, felt, or reſented the ungrache. 
bas illiberality of her * re- ſeatin 
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yt adventärdus hero, xc 
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kimblf at an awful diſtarice; he drew FIG 
his waiſteoat pocket a letter; the ſeal of 
which hed been broken, addreſſed to Miſs: 
_ Arabella, from her adoring lover, clerk'to - 
the village attorney, containing the plan 
for! a double elopement; himſelf and the 
young farmer having agteed to ſtorm the 
parſonage that very night, after the family 
were gone to reft; to receive chem in their 
arms from the low window'of their apart- 
ment — to convey them on horſeback, each 

| being provided with a pilffon, as far as 
, at which town a poft-coach' was 
already ſecured e whirt them, as eupreſſed 
« tothe land of 
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ſon, preſenting it with honeſt exultation, 


fully aſſured that he had perſomed tolthe 
extent of his duties. It was dnapped by 
Miſs Arabella, but ſhe daes bet know that 
it has fallen into my hands - My wiſe and 


CCIDENT, wy, ee 


letter in mx way, ſaid che Par- | 


I conſolted together what could: he dane = 


prevent the mis femune which. threatanog 
elf, chan to put the qoung ladies under 
your Ladyſbigs b prate ian Yet) 
how to get them away s ale difficultyibon 
no chaiſe con behalf horrowad 
from my neighbour ahm ahigle. in which 

brou ight them the whole n drawn by 
el 5 Ts my 
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my own horſe, and I bleſs God the poor 
beaſt did fo well !—for indeed, my Lady, 


times have been ſo hard that it was out 
of my power to pay for the uſe of a bet- 


ter. The ladies made no objection to ac- 
company me, as I told them it was only 


for an airing; but, when 1 had once got 


them on the road, I took care they ſhould | 


I ay ee l WV 


* * * X * oY 
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Thus > Toberly wed the 1 5 dis 


vine, whilſt the imprudent mother, having 
firſt. examined the curious epiſtle from the 


beginning to the end, inſtead of applaud- 


55 ing the caution with which he had acted to 


preſerve the honour of her family; accuſed 
him of having committed a forgery 


« No man under the rank of à peer,” ſaid 


ſhe, could have dared to addreſs ſuch 


nonſenſe to the NJ {frworths . You 


have written this letter yourſelf, as an ex- 


cuſe 8 ous! en intruſion oy 02] 
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This accuſation being delivered i in a tone 35 
W ere loud and fhrill, reached the 
ear of Arabella, placed quite eloſe to. the 
key- -hole of the door 1 in her mother's dreſſ. 5 
ing room, into which ſhe had ſlipped un- 
noticed by Mrs. Harris, for the purpoſe 
of liſtening, and, almoſt before ſhe could 
have been miſſed, rejoined the party above 
ſtairs, derermined to meet Parſon Trot-- 
ter's charges with no other weapons than 
thoſe ſo compleatly furniſhed in the retort 
barbarouſly levelled againſt his gy 
wi her Amazonian mama. +: 


23 inn 180 


The avid prieſt woos; le 8 
himſelf from the horrible ſtigma; but not 
being permitted to ſpeak, or invited to 
take any refreſhment, he left the houſe, as 
did Lady Iſleworth: the room, at the ſame 
moment; and, it will: be needleſs to ſay; 
that Arabella managed her oben and Ma- 
| tilda's defence ſo adroitly;>as $0 make her 
naymip 


= % dem nat altogether unworthy of ber at- | 
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ladyſhip fully {atisfied aa. the en u 
QwWn ren 1 E = "£5 S $ 


| Clarity erfatied h nature, 5 a lia 
| dated by education in the , ſchool. of 
modern purſuits, faw and lamented. the 
ſabterfuge to which her ſiſters had deſcend» 
ed, fo degrading to themſclves, ſo perni+ 
cious to the character of another. She 
mould have reaſoned with them on the 
ahſurdity, as well as wickedoefs of their 
allegatians againſt the worthy man; whoſe 
roof had long been cheir aſylum but ne 
opportunity offered itſelf for ene re- 
1 raubte, u 10G 1 

1 11 TILED p11 

5 th dings 8 by 
a——_ caps and. handkerchiefs ef 
the twaiculprits, that they bad the. fineſt 
hair cand-hofoms (ini. the world, thought 
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to hex owp chamber, where, with good con- 
trivance, equipped from her: eldeſt daugh- 
ter 's wardrobe, at a nine O'clock dinner 
hey, were preſented to their noble ſiſter- 
in-law, t wo of che eee N 
Umaginable... Fee 901: rr I wen 
Rather 0 fix. Han ti Edmonds 
ſent up a meſſage, t ſay that her ſetvants 
waited the commands af Miſs {Ifeworth, 
who immediately haſtened to the carriage, 
without encountering any: oppoſtion from 
her mother, whoſe thoughts were juſt then 
moſt delightfully employed: how) to diſpoſe 
of her lovely younger daughters, to the 
fame advantage as ſhe had already, by her 
very grronequs calehlation, provided for 
their elder ſiſter. She had yet to poliſh 
them after her wn peculiar manner —e 
bring them out and to look about. her for 
other tw %o Dukes, or at leaſt heirs to duke- 
5 $0, who were do themielyes and ha- 


M919! * 6 5 nours 
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' fours at their feet: and thus dreaming, 

with her eyes open, ſhe ſaw her favourite 
Ducheſs of Billberry depart, with more 
pleaſure than regret-—her fortune was made 
— her appearance may obſtruct, but could 
not forward, the equally brilliant eſtabliſh- 
ment of her ſiſters, to whom, after the 
toilet transformation, ſhe fondly- gave the 
-appellation of beautiful Javages, unhar- 
monized by faſhion. | 


The wy: of Lady Meworth dig not 
more exalt her own ſpirits than it depreſſed 
thoſe of Clariſſa.—She loved her family, 
and fearfully anticipated the return of thoſe 
domeſtic evils which friendſhip had fo lately 
driven from their gates—ſhe knew, that 
even the munificence of Mr. Curry could 
never keep pace with her mother's pro- 
fuſion— her heart yearned with affection 
towards thoſe dear ſiſters from whom ſhe 


ou lo Ry boen divided, yet their return 
OO yielded 
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yielded her no ſolid ſatisfaction ſhe ad- 
mired, without envying, their perſonal i im- 


provements z but, not without horror, con- 


templated the cunning exhibited ſo ſtrik- 
ingly in the artful contrivance by which 
they eſcaped a cenſure for their own im 

prudence at the expence of another, whoſe 
innocent ſimplicity, and little knowledge 
of the world, leaves it doubtful whether 


he even knew what was the nature of that 


crime with Which 9 had i mig 


accuſed him, 1/005 09% Sed OO 
[1 : $042 045) 


Jr's was is impoſble; in { this inflance} th fink 


ſhe could halt between 9 opinions; be- 


cauſe, while Arabella was in the very act 85 
of liſtening, Matilda expreſſed much ter- 


ror for the fate of a certain letter; C which 


had been,” ſhe ſaid, ſportively written 
io, and careleſsly dropped by them ſhe 
feared it might have fallen into the par- ; 


ſon's hands.—If this ſhould be the caſe, 
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ſhe added, «© Oh, dear, what wall become 


| of us! 


319 807 as I do!” whiſpered Arabella, who 
came running into the room juſtin time to 


catch the timid ejaculation, before ſhe was 


followed by her mother; on whoſe appear. | 


ance their trial commenced—the verdi& 


was given—the innocent .condemned—the | 


guilty, acquitted and the judge particu- 
larly delighted with her own ſagacity, when 


declaring, before the court, bat ſne had 
anticipated the Jow fellow's artifice, and 


pM lent bim al about his NO 12. 


Nic Mart; at ok ! felt all 


1 the diſagreeables of her ſituation. Should 


ſhe come forward as the accuſer of her 
filters? —or muſt ſhe with-hold that evi- 


diuence by which the fame of an honeſt man 


would certainly be guſtified ? A; Impeded by 
partial affect ian, on one band. impelled I 
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by unbiaſſed rectitude on che other | 
weighing alſo the dreadful - conſequences: 
attending a diſcloſure of the young machi- 

nators' daplicity torhemſelves, againſt any 

material damage the! character of Mr. 
Trotter: could ſuſtain, ſeeluded from ſo-- 
ciety, unknowing and unknown; the* Reale 
turned in favour of no groan interference 


EN * £ i . 154 LF * 22 24010 WY 1 | 
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nen 432% 01 289 190 2304 1 
- Recollatling 1 many errors in Her own” 
conduct, and many others that ſhe might 
have committed; 'hadthereatlyiſeeds'off ih- 
ſtruct ion beew as ſvantily ſown in Her mint 
as in thoſe of ber plotting ſiſters} Ig 
might;” thought ſhe, uninformed like 
them; have akted Iketdem in every if. _ 
en CCC 
1 ust 
iabtedbe beehense mes bee, 
lively: countenanee ai weir of deject io ſo 
ſombre as to attract :the fit notice of Mt: 
e N 
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St. Edmonds, when the: «an; that as 


in her antes. 


= « What,” 2 9 as hs drove From 


the door. What, my dear, has happen. 


ed to fade the roſes which good hours, and 
the wholeſome air of Enfield, had made to 
flouriſh over the lily of your e when 
1 brought you hither ?—No miſadventure, 


J hope, has robbed you of the 3 


pe 


ornament ! 


1 


Churiſſa, the moment before, fancied no- | 


thing but opportunity was wanting for the 
purpoſe of unburthening the contents of 


her full heart; but, when her courage 


ſhould have been exerted, ſhe became an 
abſolute coward—the heſitation of a mo- 


ment gave time to. thought for producing 


his ſhort-hand volume of queries Whom 


are you about to expoſe, and for what 
purpoſe Dare you deſcant on the ex- 
Bp nee 
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travagancies of a miſguided mother, the 
frailties of your poor neglected ſiſters, yet 
conceal your own deviations from pru- 
dence with ſelfiſh caution ?”! Oh, no! 
ſhe mentally cried, “ their errors. ſhall be 
ſpared and my Own exemplified ! * 
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PEAK, and 5 my unety 
continued Mrs. St. Edmonds, © are 
you very much fatigued ? or has any thing 
happened to diſturb * py | 


Clariſſa's eyes were bent downwards. — 
« Tam not quite eaſy,“ ſhe replied—* ] 


hy 


« Say not ſo, my love, as long as your 
own conduct is irreproachahle The miſ- 
conduct of others ſhould not produce ſuch 
gloomy conſequences Emy brother will 


be ſhocked to fee you ſo dejected !—Come, 


rally your ſpirits, for his ſake, and tell me 


your court adventures“? 
51 E p : 66 Dear 
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„Dear Mrs. St. Edmonds! will you 
liſten to, without hating me, if I tell you. 
| adyentures leſs recent than any which have | 
occurred ſince we laſt parted ?” . 


wy 2 
——— 


- 


« ] forbid. you to doubt either my parti- 
ality or my patience laffection will ace 
quit, where prudence may condemn.” 


r 


e 


« Your words have already condemned 


— 


F *% zi 
PR 2 r 


„ 8 Explain yourſvif;; my fair commenta- 
tor l' 


D 22 
P R 


« Did you not make the irreproachabi- 
lity of my own conduct reſponſible for felf- 
condemnation or .ſelf-acquittal? Ah! if = 
I muſt ſtand or fall by my ' own actions, I . 
am a loſt creature I have deceived you! 
— have impoſed on your generous , bro- 

ther!” ; 
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“ The promiſe of future candor ſeems 
to bloſſom ſo fairly on the branches of this 
_ confeſſion,” replied Mrs. St. Edmonds, 

that I look with certainty for the fruit 
it will produce—ſo, my dear child, pro- 


ceed !—-Reſerve is the canker- worm of 


friendſhip ; henceforward let it be ba- 
niſhed from our ſociety.” 


Every thing like concealment flew before 
an invitation to confidence ſo kind, ſo gra- 
cious; and when the ladies alighted from 
their carriage, Clariſſa had not only ren- 
dered up the deareſt ſecret of her heart, 
but allo acknowledged, that the ſilence of 
Percival Bateman, during the laſt fix weeks, 
both ſurpriſed and grie ved her. To which 
her affectionate monitreſs only replied 
- © the ſtability of young men was fo little 
to be depended on, that it became the 
duty of all women who would ſupport their 
peace, as well as honour, not to repoſe too 


great fach. in their vows of fidelity.“ 
. Nothing 


» 
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Nothing of this confidential fle- d. Ilie i 
vas rehearſed to Mr. Curry. * He muſt 
t,“ ſaid Mrs. St. Edmonds, be diſ- 
conn; by a circumftance which, we 
already too well know, will give him more 
pain than pleaſure. If your lover ever re- 
turns, it will be time enough to conſult 
your guardian; or, if he ſhould return a 
traitor to his former tender profeſſions, the 
whole tranſaction may then be buried in 
oblivion; for I am ſure my poor dear bro- 


ther's nerves would be dreadfully ſhaken, 


was he told of the buſineſs] in its preſent. 


h 1 


„Or of my duplicity !” haſtily inter- 
rupted the conſcious Clariſſa I tremble ' 
at the thought of incurring his anger—T 


could not ſupport it Dear Madam, be 


you the guard of my indiſcretion, as well 1 


future regulator of all my actions.“ 
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Poſſibly I have ſome readers who prefer 
the, ſociety. in Broad-ſtreer to the circle in 
Portman-ſquare; but the many will rather. 
chooſe to follow the footſteps of faſhion, 
than go on plodding in the ſober way of 
domeſtic /i/z/eneſs. To reconcile all diflen- 
tions of this nature, I refer. the former for 
my apology, in dragging them from good: 
to plunge them into bag company, to the 
title of my book, which in all caſes has a 
principal claim to the author's ſupport 
and, to ſatisfy the latter, ſhall re- commence 
the performance of that eſtabliſhed duty. 


Leaving Miſs Iſleworth to entertain her 
indulgent guardians with the unexpected 
return of her ſiſters, painting the beauty of 
their perſons, but veiling the deformity of 

their minds, let us take a peep. into Lady, 

Ann's dreſſing- room, where, we ſhall diſ- 
cover what has been her employment, from 

the moment of her quitting her party in 

a | the 


* 
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the hall to that when the dinner-bell ſum- 


moned all the knaves and fools dignified 


by the name of Iſleworth, to aſſemble 
"themſelves e 1 

Before ſhe ewed her ſmiling counte- 
nance in the family group, which ſhe ſel- 
dom contemplated without farne broader 
indication of mirth than a ſimple ſinile, her 


indefatigable ladyſhip had written and diſ- 
patched, with all poſſible privacy, the fol- 
lowing letter, addreſſed to the Earl her 


father. 


% My dear Lord, 


Ever ſince my fanciful copenbent with 


c Arthur Iſleworth, I have done nothing 


« but lament that petit faux pas in fackloth : 


& and afhes. The firſt glimmering of fun- 


© ſhine which has broken in upon the dif- | 


© mal proſpects of your poor penitent 


Ann, is derived from your Lotdlhip's 
Es appearance 


; 3 
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appearance at the drawing- room this 
morning, without drawing a clog at your 
heel —ſtanding alone too when I ex- 
« pected to have ſeen your leading-ſtrings 
« ſuſpended from the hands of an odious 
_ «ſtepmother, according to your anuncia- 
e tion of vengeance, which had nearly de- 
..« me the whole fraternity of W 8 


2 My God! | what Gals they are! 


« Had Sir Frederick, BE all the Ille- | 

& worths in the world, expired under their 
« diſappointment, aſſure yourſelf, my Lord, 

I would not have added to my errors 

ee the crime of aiding t to lengthen their ex- 
708 * | 


6 Wil not this 8 my Low, 
«c proceeding from the very bottom of my 
* heart, convince you of my penitence, 40d i 
Fe awaken your pity.? 


46 Ten 
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« You cannot be half ſo angry with me 
« as I am with myſelf—you are not half 
te ſo unfortunate !—1 am a flave—yowu have 


oy e captivity ! „ 


* 


« [ aſked old. Lady Fidget Sarcaſin, in 
« the joy of my heart, why your new 
«« Counteſs did not appear > who told me, 
* that the poor thing had died on her 
* bridal day! To be ſure it was very. 
« melancholy ; but, being prepared for a 
* change, 1 ſuppoſe. one change might have 
been as good as another 


8 « I doat © on a Bolte and ſuch a maſterly 
« one I have been playing off againſt the 
*« anti-ſapient' Lady Iſleworth, as would 
highly divert your Lordſhip, if you al- 
„low me to give it in my own way, and 


© in your preſence—a favour you will be 
* tainly not deny to my entreaties, eſpe- 


0 cially when I pledge you my ſolemn _ 
| F 4. 5 faith, 
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* faith, never again to connect your dig- 
*« nity with a race of plebeians, like thoſe 

to whom, for my. ſins, I am condemed 
© to aſſociate but not for ever {—] was 
e bewildered when I linked myſelf to ſuch 
« 2. chain of abſurdities. At all events, 
6“ the ſpell ſhall be broken. 


4 hope to meet your Lordſhip's appro- 
bation. The means to which I ſhall ap- 
« ply for regaining my freedom are ex- 
* tremely natural, and muſt be innocent, 
ce becauſe every body in my deplorable 
„ predicament has recourle t to them with - 
out ſcruple. | 


© The . is well-imagined, and 
* will be executed with equal addreſs.— 
& I ſhall make that bear Arthur dance to 
© the tune of my fiddle through Doctors 
Commons !—after which exerciſe he may 
© take his repoſe. However, I ſhall firſt 
6 X | „e 
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ec tinue the notable generation Ia circum- 
e ſtance the more provoking, as it will. 
« detain me fix months longer. But Lord 
ce Clarence, who is the beſt creature in the 
* world, ſays it ' muff be ſo and I put 
* myſelf entirely under his direction, be- 


4 cauſe I already reſpect him as on! fu · i 


CE ture — | 


« #2 


8 Now, I would not have your FE. 
e ſhip ſuppoſe any harm to have paſſed be- 


cc tween me and Clarence; on the con- 


56 trary, it is well known what a guard we 


keep over our conduct; yet, I dare ſay, 


ce leave one of his cubs behind me, to con- 


5 


5 ſhall be finely ſlandered in the Scanda- . 


« lous Chronicle. People judge by ap- 


ec pearances ; and without appearantes there 


& can be no remedy for the Sing diftale 


&© of matrimony. 
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ce Arthur: has juſt ſenſe enough for our 
cc « purpoſe. He threatened me with a di- 
« vorce, only fix weeks after we became the 
& torment of each other and for what? 
„Why, only becauſe he chanced to find 
© me alone with Clarence, who, happen- 
« ing to ſtumble on the carpet, fell at my 
feet, and I naturally held out my hand 
« to raiſe him !—The tyrant dared to ac- 
e cuſe, and even to expoſe me, before a 
© party of old Tabbies, which convinces 
% me how eaſy it will be to impoſe ſha- 
c dows for ſubſtance on his non-diſcrimi- 
E nating faculties. | 


* Aſſure yourſelf, my dear Lord, when- 
« ever the time of my emancipation ar- 
& rives, you will not find the Counteſs of 
6“ Clarence leſs immaculate than when un- 

der your own roof, I. hope to ſee you 
e before I aſſume my new title; but my 
Lord will not preſume to kiſs your 
3 hands 


' FASHIONABLE. INVOLVEMENTS. 107 


hands till 1 preſent him as your ſon, 
% and the huſband of your dutiful .daugh- 
«dw 3h 
A. IsLEwoRTH.” 

„P. S. What I have written muſt re- 
c main a profound ſecret.” 
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CHAP. LVIIL 


EDUCATION. - 


— 


ADY ISLEWORTH, flattered by 
theadmiration Lady Ann, either from 
policy or conviction, beſtowed on Ara- 
bella and Matilda, conſulted her very ſe- 

riouſly as to the means by which they 
might receive the beſt poſſible poliſh, re- 
marking, that though their perſons were 
tolerable, their manners were intolerable !” 


„ There, I entirely difſent from your 
Ladyſhip,“ replied her oracle, in my 
opinion they every way ſurpaſs their elder 
liſter!” 


« Do hs really think ſo MI wiſh. h they 
may be as fortunate !” 


« And 
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« And why not, my pretty mama ?” 


40 Ah, my dear, there are not three 
Dukes of Billberry !” 


« But there is the young Duke of Rich- 
land, the divineſt animal in the whole 
peerage I can ſwear he will be as much 
attached to Arabella as the other 1 is to Cla« 
rifla PP? 


_« Certainly you forget that his Grace is 
lately married!“ 


« True !—yet he may get himſelf di- 
vorced, or his wife may die!—and you 
know,” with an invidious ſmile, * ſuch 
prizes are worth waiting for at the wheel 
of fortune!—And I ſuppoſe, when the bar 
is down, that a men are not 'ſuch fools as 
Lord Clarence, to transfer the love of his 
miſtreſs like a bank note, becauſe his friend 
has: a fancy to 1888 . 5 PLOW 

| «© Nay, 
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* Nay, but conſider, my dear,” cried 
Lady Iſleworth, that the very founda- 
tion of your ridicule binds me eternally to 
Lord Clarence—makes my whole family 
his debtors—-and places the man who 
could offer ſo great a facrifice above all 
the heroes of romance.” 


„ Well, there let us, leave him,” ſaid 
Lady Ann, laughing; and, ſince you 
are not ſatisfied with contingencies, as in 
the caſe of his Grace of Richland, pray 
beſtow your thou ghts on the . of 
Crow.” 


« Why, I ſhould not diſlike his connec- 
tion ;—but one never ſees: him in public, 
and I hear his eſtabliſhment is extremely 
limited.” 


His debts, however, are unlimited = 
which, according to the rules you have 


* me, is extremely | in his favour “? 
SE « Very 
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“Very much ſo, if one knew how he : 


ſpends his money !—he gives no balls! 
keeps no faro bank !—invites nobody to 
his houſe makes no eclat on any occa- 
fion !—There is very little merit in ſuch 
ſort of management! ! 


„Oh, mac china Lady Ann, 
lifting up both hands, what will they 


ſay next! Poor couſin Crow! is thy plum- 


age, once ſo captivating, all all gone? 
have the wicked world not left thee ſo 
much as one wing- -feather : de 


Bus chi Lady Ann l — 


But tell me, I beſeech you, is the houſe of 
Ravencrock nearly related to that of Ben- 
vore ?” 


4 As nearly as two houſes . can be re- 9 


lated, who, like a man and his wife, look 


very pleaſantly at one another at a little 


_ diſtance; 


: HAS 
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Jiſtatice ; from local vicinity, without any 
more of f mily blood in our veins than 

there is in the walls of our caſtles. When 
children, I always uſed to call the Marquis 
Couſin Crow, becauſe 1 knew it never failed 
to 155 him in a 8 | 


« Has his Lordſhip eyer been eſteemed 
a young man of remarkable promiſe ?” 


Oh, moſt taviſhingly promiſing but 
a thouſand times more notorious for break - 


| ing his promiſes.” 


988 Well, well, there is no Sabie you to 
be ſerious !—He may do for Die or Stella 
by the time they are marriageable, but at 
preſent I want to proceed with theſe my two 

handfome ſavages !—There is nobody in 
the world but yourſelf whofe judgment I 
would conſult on their future education— 


Do, dear creature, give me a ſyſtem !” 
cc 1 0 
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To be ſyſtematical then—In the Grit 
place, I would not be plagued with a par- 
cel of ſtarch coxcombs, ſuch as dancing, 
finging-maſters, and the like, to teach 
them this, that, and the other, under 1 
roof.“ 
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9 


—— — — — — — — 
8 n — * - . « 


3 would have nothing to do with them, . 

or their teachers, till they were as per- 
| fectly faſhioned as their own pretty ma- bp 
ma!“ 5 + | 


WOE Fins AL 
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« Agreeable flatterer b 


© Beſides, if I was a mother, I ſhould. 
not admire three daughters fagging at my 
fide like the church W to tell tales 
about births and marriages.” 
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„ Nothing upon earth fo eaſy !—My 
governeſs, who pretended to great alliances, 
was quite the belle Ieſprit—entertaining to 
a degree—knew every body and every 
thing!“ | 


% What an acquiſition !” 


« She continued at the Milderneſs I do 
not know how many years after the death of 
Lady Benvour, whom I do not remember. 
People did talk of a certain intimacy, at 
which ſhe only ſhrugged her ſhoulders, and 
was not to be frightened out of her fitua- 
tion. My father, on ſending her away, 

made her quite comfortable,” 


* 


ce But tell me,“ interrupted Lady Ile. 
worth, almoſt breathleſs with impatience, 
* is ſhe engaged ?—are there any hopes 
that I may be fortunate enough to fix her 
in my family!“ 


* Oh, 


. 
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« Oh, dear, no the; now lives quite 


ſtileiſh in a houſe of her own, where you 


may ſend the girls.” 


1 


«1s that poſſible den 


— 


7 Certainly |! and I have had it in my 


head this half hour ; for Madame Flevetia 
has always ſix young rantipodes of quality 


to educate, and receives no more than two 
hundred guineas for each. Lady Char- 


lotte Diaper and Lady Betty Hagg are 


quite finiſhed—they are to come out on the 
 birth- day, when there muſt be two va- 


cancies.“ 


* 4 


66; How provideatial And will you, 


my dear Lady Ann, uſe. your intereſt, that 
my two unn may fill them?? 


9 Depend on it che never refuſes my | 
recommendation, —I will puſh them down 


her 
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- 


Certain rank -—nobility is her paſſion!“ 


Cannot you then tell her, in confi- 
dence, that we are on the very verge of 
the peerage !—and, if ſhe has theſe fort of 
bbjections, we had better remove them at 
"= once, by letting her into the ſecret!ꝰ | 


Lord“ 1 may as well tell her you are 
on the verge of a precipice he would - 
not trouble her head whether you was lift- 

ed up or tumbled down—No matter, I 
. ee her * ** LE 


Do but conquer them, and I am . 
moſt obliged perſon in the world 1 I ſhall 
not think of taking them back till their | 

fiſter is Ducheſs of Billberry!“ * 


4 Yay not bo, my pretty mama; it would 
* monſtrous to think of converting 2 
modern a 
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| cond; ſeminary. into a ſchool for an- 
cients}. 755 , e 
*] profeſs not to underſtand your Lady- 
ſhip, though the ſcience of 1epartee has 
been the ſtudy. of my, life ley Wkat can he: 
ran Se N e ee 


& Obviouſly, 10 by 3 e | 
ſhould not be cooped b like nuns till 


they are e geey headed.“ 


Grey headed . retorted Lady Iſle- 
worth, “pray, Lady Ann, how. long do, 
you ſuppoſe it may be before the Duke of, 
Billberry compleats his Wü eh n 9995 
hand of my daughter V 


% Why, 1 ſhould: contin not till 
the whole batch of us are made into peers. 
and peereſſes fer inflance, your Ladyſhip 
and Sir Frederick. in ann ang: 
Tin reuegan“ - | 2 


— y * 


„% & pap Nom: 
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Now you ſpeak like yourſelf !—Theſe 

things will certainly happen long before 
my little ones are grey- headed ꝰꝛ 


“ Pretty mama, pray - pray be not of. 
fended, for you know it is become the 
faſhion to call every body an old maid, or 

an old cat, who happens to turn the cor- 
ner of twenty in bleſſed 1 4 


Why, let me ſee !—it is -oſſible Ara-' 
bella may turn that corner under the in- 
ſtructive tuition of your late admirable go- 
verneſs; but Matilda, who is ſcarcely ſe- 
venteen, will come out to much greater 
advantage; for, when I take home one, 
the other ſhall not be left behind. At all 
events, I am determined they ſhall be ſuc- 
ceeded by Diana and Stella. It is the am- 
bition of my fooliſn maternal fondneſs, 
that the girls, without exception, ſhould 
be all as rays to reflect the graces of hel | 
| accompliſhed ſiſter· in. law PP a 4 


— 


NR bei 


—_— 
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Their accompliſhed ſiſter- in law, with 
that ſort of courteſy whieh indicates muck 
more of ridicule than reſpe&, accompa-  - 1 
nied with geſticulations perfectly grimacial, , 
was acquitting herſelf of the obligation = 
which a compliment ſo flattering faſtened _ | 
on her gratitude without feeding her vas ©. | 
nity, when the entrance of the houſe- ſtew - 
ard, who had been ſent on a meſſage, not 
only broke in upon the ſubject, but alſo I 
| put an end to the conference. . i,. 


Now as ſo many wiſe plans have. already 

been laid down by learned men and learned 
women, concerning the ed ucation of young 

ladies, we think, except for variety's ſake, - | 
the whole. Iſleworth ſyſtem might have "*, 
been omitted, without loſs to the riſing „ | 
generation, | | | 


* Fl 
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CHAP. LVIII. 


THE HOUSE. 


'ELL, Bliſſit!“ cried Lady Ifle- 
worth, in a tone of much agi- 
tation, the moment he ſet his foot within 
the door, © am I to have the houſe ?” 


©  Bliſſit, being thrifty of ſpeech, never ven- 
tured to ſpeak till he had firſt well weighed 
the number of words neceflary to imme- 
diate conſumption, and the queſtion -was 


repeated. 1 25 ; 


* Am ! to have the houſe ?” - 


Before the anſwer, though it ſtruggled 
for birth, could be brought into the world, 


the colour of her N changed like 
that 


\ 
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chat of the fabulous cameleon; and, baving 
again recourſe to her ſmelling- battle, a. 
third time ſhe aſked, trembling 1 5 the: 
irritagion: of ſuſpenſe— 


3 Am I to have the houſe por Ee 


10 Yau'n may 5 have i, my br 1 * 5 55 i 


not tell me le at once * 
Don't burry the poor old man — i 
Aee his labour is extremely painful | 9 


＋ 


| 
| 
« In the name of Napa why did You: pd OY 5 4 
| 
| 
| 


# Lady Ang! Lady alas —_ 3 
not cenſure y anxiety if you knew the oe 
_ «lightfub houſe, aad that I intended it for „ 

your future eſtabliſnment 80 you Ma 2 1 
Jus, idk, thee [ my have it > 


* 
. 
> —— — ond 


be « Very bre. my Lady. . 


(0-20, | +: | | 6 : a xc Then 4 


T.# 
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Then ſtep back to the people—tell 
A them I muſt have immediate ms ＋ 


They expect to be paid for the eaſe 
my Lady.“ I» | ; 


« Nonſenſe I take their houſe—1 give 
them five hundred a year—what have f to 
do with the leaſe * 


<IMG alt 6 e l bet Be 
farthing Al hope your Ladyſhip will have 
nothing to do with it.“ | | 


But I cn ſhall have ſomething 
to do with it —If 1 cannot get it without, 
Iii have it with the leaſe. Do you 

think I ſhall let the third beſt houſe in 

Groſvenor- ſquare ſlip through my fingers 
for ſo paltry a conſideration? Have greater 

reſpect, Mr. Steward, for your maſter's 


155 


- Me. thin to oo it Ss: | 


« Jour 
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of « Your Ladyſhip had better not.” 


e 1 of your advice LM ths. a 5 
ple know I am ready to pay far the ON 79 


6 «Indeed, your Ladyſhip had better not.” 


< (vou 12 MII ws Ps very 
particular. reaſon, old gentleman,” faid — 
Lady Ann, for objecting to your ladys 
liberality in procuring a quiet reſidence on. | 
Mr. Mleworth. and myſelf! C7: cub eps 2g 
«T bs houſe in Grofenor-quare will” 
not be a quiet aden. * Lady.“ | 
| «6 « Perhaps, then, it is haunted Pe. en r 
8 Rais has haunted it a * rims, my = 
Lady!” ee ee 0 
4e Oh, that ſpectre ſtalks about in all 
i families of faſhion !—up ſtairs, down ſtairs! 
‚D„! _ 
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ls there, aver where — are quite 

familiarized tg its ghaſtly countenance !— 

- Pray, has it never croffed your pack in the 

- houſes to which your Jervices have been 
attached = N 8 


He guovely ſhook his head—it was all 
_ the anfwer he made to ſo bowe a queſtion ; 
but, in few words, began to recount the. 
diſaſterous adventures of three ſeveral fami- 
Hes which ſuceeeded to each bther- in the 
Groſvenor-ſquare houſe, who had all come 
4ato it i; and agg out of 1 it 17 


Lady Ann wh Shel — 
Lady Ifleworth's pauſe of ſurpriſe at his 
freedom was' broken. beg you will 
not permit ny ſervant to enter into ſuch 
fort of details in your preſence,” ſaid the 
grand conductreſs of all . confuſed, 
' irregular, and com ene. 66. Be gone, 
_ | 22 25 1 2” of lt 


* - 


„ Where, 


— 
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4 Where, my Lady *. | 


4 4 
7 
? 


. Te 0 ha 1 order my 1 this 5 


moment l—I ſhall take Lady Ann n | f : 


_ = fuſion Loo PORT exe? 


* 


40 Now, in the-4 name of mi why 
would you interrupt my amuſement ?—ls 


any thing upon earth ſo charming as'to 
hear what becomes of people whom ene 
bas known but faddenly. Miſſes; without 
gueſſing why or wherefore their nm in 


our circles are vacuated 3 


* 6 Lady flanks * credit aſſimi- 5 
lates with information obtained 1 5 


the channel of our domeſtics ?'? 9 


% On the nner I alas * „ 
credit . 1 beſtow « on 1 * rb 


a 


K-24 v SS. * 5 - 
* 
4 7 * oF , 


' . G3 . _ « Cemnlaly 


, 
* 


2 
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4 Certainly your e is mighty 
TOY” 


gs > 4 


7 Far Dont it I know an hundred. of 
the ſame opinion. I wiſh you had not 
ſent away the old man, for he diverted me 

eee * | Ip 3 - | 


2% e the coach!” cried Lady Ifle- 
worth, as if glad to get rid of a converſa- 
tion which had, ſome how or other, in- 
cumbered her compoſure.—“ J have laid 
out a delightful tour] muſt firſt procure, 
your approbation of the houſe—next take 
you to chufe furniture—afterwards call to 
ſecure your opera-box—and then, I think, 
we ſhall net be 700 early for the divine 
Madame Flevetta /—poſitively you muſt 
introduce her to me this very morning |— — 
I ficken with impatience for the fight of 
that all-accompliſhed creature, , and ſhall 
die with mortification if ſhe does not con- 
| =J ſent 
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% 


ſent to give. my. rough diamonds ſome- 
ching of the ſame beautiful poliſh your 
Ladyſhip lo eminently Py.” ie 


Hlerculean would be 8 to keep 
pace with thoſe wheels whoſe velocity out- 
run all other motion, when directed by 
two wilful women, madly purſuing plea- 
ſure or extravagance, unitedly the rns 
of that precious pair, now rattling over the 
_ pavement to fulfil their various appoint- 

ments. Suffice it to ſay, Lady Ann's well. x 
feigned violent admiration of the Grofs . 
venor-{quare houſe, entirely counterfeit, 
for che purpoſe. of helping the family of... 
her huſband on to the very brink of per- 
dition, where ſhe meditated to turn her 
back upon them for ever, produced the 
deſired effect; for, though ſhe neither made 
obſervations herſelf as ſhe hurried through. 

the ſpacious apartments, or attended to 
thoſe pointed out by Lady Iſleworth, yet 


a few rapturous expreſſions ; judiciouſſy ap- 


5 4 | at 


OM 


; 9 
* 7 : 
- 1 — 
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hed, at once compleated her ladyſhip's 
gratification, and the : eagerly deſired pur- 


Sage... oh 


The ſame ſportive inclination to miſ. 
chief accompanied Lady Ann from ſhop 
ro ſhop, through the whole of their morn- 

ing peregrinations : ſhe fell in love wih 
every thing uncommon, and expired for 
every thing that was expenſive, till, meet- 
ing with no obſtructions to her ruinous 
fancies, ſhe grew tired with indulging 
them, even before Lady Iſleworth i imagin- 


ed that half her profuſe orders for orna- | 


mental furniture had been iſſued; and 
when her ſecond /elf propoſed adjourning to 


Madame Plevetta's, whoſe time for receiv- 


ing viſits would otherwiſe lapſe, ſhe re · 
plied 


8 Then, for Heaven's ſake, let us not 
joſe another moment—to-morrow will be 
| ſoon enough for the opera- box; and, as 

5 N 


" a * — * oy 
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to theſe people, | they may Wait. on you at 
home. to receive your Ladyſhip's farther N 


* 


directions.“ ks i 
3 3 
The next inſtant found them re. ſeated in 
their amg 


* 


« * * ** — 


. 


. ˙ A 
* 
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— 


CHAP. LIX. 


„ 


- THE GOVERNESS. 


A TOPPING at the door of an handſome 
houſe in ſtreet, Lady Ann, be- 
ing told Madame Flevetia was at home, 


bounced from the ſplendid equipage with- 
out ceremony, deſired her companion to 


follow, ran into the hall, mounted the 


. ſtair· caſe, and ruſhed to the drawing- | 
room, before the ſervant who preceded 


her could poſſibly announce her approach. 


At the door ſhe made a ſhort pauſe—it 


was the pauſe of aſtoniſhment, at behold- 
ing Lord Benyour fitting on a ſofa, by the 


fide of Madame Fleveits. 


Shame 
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Shame had no part in the compoſition | 
of Lady, Ann, and cunning never deſerted, 8 
her. | 


"© would have gone . felt 
no fear of her father's reſentment, though | 


as yet he had returned no anſwer to her 


curious penitential epiſtle—-ſhe. felt no 
mortification at what ſhe conſidered the 
renewal of an ancient partiality for Madame N 
Flevelta—ſhe had no wiſh to interrupt the : 
tender ſete- d- iete; on the contrary, had 
policy permitted her to break in upon the 
lovers“ privacy, ſhe would have laughed at, 
rather than frowned upon them. 


51 


| ine only for the ſaccels of her 


own affairs, and by no means certain that 


her father, ſhould he happen to be out of 
humour, would not expoſe. her plans be- 
fore they were ripe for execution, to Ar- i 
thur's mother, who may again repeat them 
to Arthur himſelf, ſuddenly ſhe turned 
e back, 


1 


— ————— 4 —— — 
% 
. 
, 
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back, winder 3 pretence of whiſpering a 1 


nothings in the ear of Lady Iſleworth; by 


which contrivance ſhe gave his lordſhip, 
who muſt have ſeen her enter as well as 


retreat, the optional choice of avoiding or 
mecting her. 


Every ching happened to her wiſh : for, 


before ſhe preſented the ladies to each 
other, the noble viſitor had vaniſhed, and 
left his chere ami in the full poſſeſſion of 


all that native intrepidity ever invulnerable 
to the ſhafts of accident, whereby ſhe was 
enabled to give, unruffled, the daughter 
of Lord Benvour a very affectionate, and 
Lady Iſleworth a very gracious een. 


n 1 cried the former, tis fon 8 they 
were ſeated, © Am I not a good creature. 


to bring you my pretty mama, whom you 
know I have dofte nothing but rave about 


ever tice I married the adorubie Arthur! * 


f 


3 * Fe 85 r 


7. 
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Madame, more indebted to animation 
than beauty for her powers of - captivation, 


conveyed, in her ſmiling affent to this re- 


quiſition, the moſt flattering approbation = 


and the moſt conſummate ridicule; the one 
as pointedly underſtood by Lady Ann as 
the other was EY erh by: "ow 
pony mama.” . 

«© You are ſenfible, my dear, that I am 
not prone to vanity,” ſaid her ladyſmip, 
* of 1 ſhould- be abſolutely overwhelmed | 
by your. repreſentation of me to your £ 
charming friend, —Afrthur is equally in- 
debted on the ſame ſcore; for I declare to 
you, Madame Flevetta, that this is the u 
time I ever heard her fly ROE an fas 
don het araber i e | 

Abd ft esd 2497 ee baits 
Ah, * beeauſe 18921 only een ſame | 
things twice over e 


I doat 


| 


. 
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1 doat on your wit, but pray do not 
let it run away with your memory,“ ſaid 
Lady Iſleworth; & I beg your Ladyſhip 


will explain to Madame Flevetta the do- 


meſtic ire of my intruſion.” 


Lady Ann immediately began her ne- 
gociation after this whimſical manner _, 


Why, you muſt know, bn. we 
have more raw girls upon our hands than 
we know how to diſpoſe of, if you do not 


. conſent to take them, and work them into 
ſomething nr, 


pe Lady Ieworth drew up at ning 
her daughters ſpoken of ſo contemptuouſly, 
and aſked Madame, © if ſhe might hope 
Miſs Arabella Iſleworth, together with her 


ſiſter Matilda, could be accommodated in 


her family, and receive the advantage of 


5 ber tuition?“ 


2 * : a « ” 
A, N Madame 
| 
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Madame Flevetta, turning her 1 dark 


eyes, full of complacency, on the beſeech⸗ 


ing countenance of her new acquaintance, 


| lamented, with all poſſible good breeding, 
her incapacity to avail herſelf of Lady Ifle- 


worth's condeſcenſion, having no likeli- 
hood of any immediate vacancy. 


% And I have no patience with all this 


nonſenſe!” cried Lady Ann. In three 
words, the caſe is this Me have at pre- 
ſent two fine blood-colts ready for the 
harneſs, with two others in the ſtable, to 
| whom the bridle of reſtraint will become 
neceſſary. Enraptured by the ſpecimen 1 


exhibit of your art in the manege, my pretiy 


mama will break her heart, and I ſhall hate 

you as long as I live, unleſs you take our 
| little ones, vacancy or no vacanc 7. into 
Cars, 2 * 320 


„ 


* 


x Strange creature !” — Lady 


- Meworch 5 1 on ſpeak my * but 


# 


+*þ 


+" 


. 


ä — . ˙*— 
. 
7 
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in what cobweb. cloathing do you preſent ; 
them to Madame Fleverta ?” 


«Juſt es L preſent myſelf to the world,” 


. retorted her witty ladyſhip, © and as all 
people in the world ' preſent themſeves to 


each other. Lock at me—look at Jourfelf 


— look. at Madame Flevetta what are our 


delicate muſlins and thin petticoats more 7 


8 chan cob web, coverings als 


* Her ladyſhip was born with ercellem : 


lems for edmedy,”* obſerved the belle go- 
verneſs, none of my caged ſet will ever 
Deu ee eme 1.5 


Now you talk of your oe) 2 
proy ot vs ee _ ; 


40 1 mould like COVE to oats 2 perp u 


| the future companions of the Miſs Iſle- 
wortks, ret echoed their provident mama; 
| W vn nüt ſuppoſe my girls ſo 


4 unfortunate 


— 


FASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS, 137 


_ unfortunate as to be abſolutely rejected 

when a vacancy hall happen in this de- 
lizhtful family; only, dear madam, pro- 
miſe them the preference indeed; I can- 


not take my leave, without e _T 1 


cis n promile,” 


F 4 I vid 1 could ales your curioſi 55 5 
ladies, as well as aſſure Lady Ifleworth 


how much I ſhall think myſelf honeufed 5 


with the charge of her fair daughters; but 
Lady Charlotte is taken out by my Lady 
Anglehook and her brother, the elegant 
Colonel, to a raffle— Lady Betty is gone 
with a young party to Windſor—and the 
old Counteſs of Doubledon's grand-daugh- 
ter, with her three couſins, has given me 
the ſlip; to procure ſome new publica. - 
tions from the circulating library in — 
ſtreet.“ FOE Tech 


Soon after the female trio who formed 
this converſation yet Lady Iſleworth 
returned | 
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! home the moſt delighted, 0 
Ann the moſt diverted of mortals, and 
Madame remained alone, to renew her tele- 
a-tete with Lord Benvour, who, during 
the ſhort i interruption, had amuſed himſelf 
in the examination of ſome capital prints 
in the next Apartment. 


And here i may not be amiſs to enter, 
for a moment, into his lordſhip's ſenti- 
ments, prior as: well as ſubſequent to the 
receipt of his daughter's letter, artfully 
calculated to flatter his ambition and gra- 
tity his revenge. | 

n ſeldom: look to their own con - 
duct for the mirror which would ſhew them 
their virtues, their vices, or their errors, 
reflected in that of their children. | 


Before the birth of his only legitimate 
offspring, Lord Benvour had connected 


himſelf by a. very tender attachment to a 
NJ; | „„ 
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little French orphan, ſupported by the 
charity of his lady, whoſe only reward for 
her, benevolence was a broken heart. Jea- 
louſy imbittered her days, and vexation 

ſhortened them. x; ” 


- _ 


Mademoiſelle now aſſumed the title of 
Madame Flevetta, on the immediate ap- 


pointment of governeſs to the el in- 
fant of her all treated benefactreſs. 116 1 5 


She e the 8 wich; is 
tance, having aſpired to the very firſt in 
the family of her enamorata; but, finding 
him proof againſt fits, tears, and entreaties, 
to admit her a partner in all the privileges 
of his rank, ſhe condeſcended to. accepr 

the office of preceptreſs to a little innocent, 
bardly four years old, whoſe - morals, at 

| fifteen, were compleatly warped by precept 

—every ſenſe of ſhame ſmothered by habit 


Hand the moſt daring profligacy . 55 


by nr 1 e 31 oi 


* 


: 4 | * * 
* 1 
; ; | On 
* N ; F * 
a , : 
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On Lady Ann's elopement, her father 
felt his diſappointment much more pun- - 


gently than he choſe to acknowledge; he 
therefore ſeemed to treat her imprudence 


with cold contewpt rather than BALE 


e 


Madame Flevettk, wk two es before 


had formed an eſtabliſhment of her own, 


but preſerved ſome dregs of her former 


| influence over his intoxicated ſenſes, knew 

- how to remove the burden of accuſation 

from the ſhoulders of her ci. dam pupil, 

by throwing the ſubſtantial guilt on thoſe 

of her ſeducers, and leaving only the na- 
do reflected on the reputation of her fa - 


Theſe frequent repreſentations added (6 


much fuel to the flame of his lordſhip's 
_ wrath againft the Ifleworths, that before 


he anſwered the letter addreſſed to bim by 
Sir Frederick, in extenuation of his ſon's 
ollences, 


* 
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offences, he had offered his hand to one - 
his tenant's daughters, in hopes that the 
birth of an heir might cruſh all their ex- 
pectations, leaving them eee to FO 5 
on in. the nn of ages . 


The Wan death of his intended Coun- 8 
teſs brought his lordſhip to town, in pur- 
ſuit of a more ſtable fair one; and, whilſt 
looking round the royal eirele to make his 
an his 5 fell Wan his „ f 


He en more affection fon oor: at 4 
moment than he had ever felt before, ande 
ſaid to himſelf, as he turned: away from 
the occaſional glances of Lady Iſle worth 
« Curſe the old coquet If Ann could 
break her fetters I would . ew oy 


putting them on,” 


His lordſhip N in ths Mk | 
peaceable flate of mind to the moment 


/ "_ Ann's  opiſtle- reached. his 
0D 85 hands, 


% 
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bands, which, the ſame day, he WIR 
conveyed to thoſe of Madame Flevetta, who 
ftrengthened his newly revived ſentiments 
in favour of Lady Ann fo much, that he 
. renounced the ſcheme of a ſecond marriage, 
and, in the ſpeculation of her ladyſhip's 
arrangements, added to a ſplendid alliance 
in reverſion, he fat himſelf down perfectly 
content with his domeſtic proſpects, de- 
' termined to remain neuter till he could re- 


cCieive his daughter as Counteſs of Clarence; 


for which reaſon alone he would enter in- 
to no correſpondence with, or even look 
at Lady Ann, when ſhe came upon him 
by furpriſe in che houſe of Madame Fle | 
dens TN. | 


— 


1 He withed ſucceſs to the cauſe with his 
whole ſoul, but his interference, he thought, 
| would rather retard than promote it. To 
know that his daughter was an adultreſs 
gave him leſs pain than he received plea- 

5 Ny from the conſideration of the diſgrace | 
3 ** 


— 
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a 


her criminality would draw down on her 
huſband and his family. —He would nei- 


ther write to or converſe with his daugh- 


ter prior to her emancipation, but reſolved, 


wherever chance might throw him in the 
way of Lord Clarence, to treat him with 
marked diſtinction, as the prelude to a 
perfect reconciliation when the grand event . 


8 be ne. 


PR RR CT ——MK q — 
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\ 


— = CHAP. : 3. 
WAT MAY BE EXPECTED. 


NLARISSA having once opened her 
heart to Mrs. St. Edmonds reſpect· 
ing its inquietude for a firſt, and, as ſhe 
feared, an. unfortunate paſſion, found fo 
ſweet a conſolation from the maternal ten- 
derneſs with which ſhe would now ſoothe 
che ſmart of diſappointment, now ſtrengthen 
the wounded mind to ſupport it, that by 


degrees, like a flower in the bud, ſhe un- 


folded every riſing thought to the com- 


forting warmth of friendly confidence—a 


type appropriate to deſcribe that bleſſed 
luminary before whoſe cheriſhing rays 
Nature proudly diſplays her whole ſtore of 


= concealed treaſures.—80 loves the baſhful 


maiden 


* 


-- 
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maiden bluſhingly to yield up her donck 
| ſecrets on be boſom. " IO 15 


_ Mrs. ON Edmonds managed ber e | 
patient with ſuch {fkilful addreſs, that, in 


ſpite of Percival Bateman's obſtinate filence, 


ſhe could not but flatter herſelf Clariſſa's 
cure was more than half effecce tc. 


bb, progreſs in the acquirement of 
health—her renovated ſpirits—the com- 
poſure with which ſhe reaſoned on the 
probability of her lover's being unfaithful 
-—her ſenſible plans for ſupporting the dig- 
nity of her own conduct, by ſending back 
all Percival's letters, as ſoon as ſhe mould 
be informed of his return to Britain—and, 
frequent proteſtations never more to think 
upon him, except with the moſt perfect 
indifference not only impoſed on the cre - 
dulity of Mrs. St. Kaan but com- 
pletely deceived bertel; & 
- FOLATE 4; © = OO us De 1 . J 


4 
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The Queen's birth- day happened at the 
Alftznce of three weeks from the time of 
Lady Ann's preſentation, and Miſs Ifle- 
worth was again ſummoned to ſwell out 


the train of this ſecond pompous exhibi- 


* 


The order came accompanied with a 


very civil requeſt from her mother, ſolicit- 
ing Mr. Curry's permiſſion for Clariſſa to 


remain in town till the week following, to 


receive her father and amuſe her ſiſters, 
&« who, poor things, were moped to death,“ 
the ſaid, “for want of ſociety.” 

ö However mortifying the neceſſity for 
parting ſo many days from their darling 


inmate, neither Mr. Curry or Mrs. St. 
Edmonds threw any impediments in the 


path of her obedience, to which ſhe yield- 


ed with reluctance, having already learned 


. how to eſtimate rational enjoyments, and 


5 . 1 how 


— 


W 
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how to _ the e . of A l | 
| nne Fs 


ES EN like a fad pre. ſentiment clung 
upon her ideas as ſhe entered the manſion 
of extravagance. Urſula, who knew her 
young lady was expected, anxiouſly waited | 
her arrival at a window, from whence ſhe 
flew down to the hall and met her at the 
door, where, with all the ignorant ſignals 
of aſtoniſhment peculiar to her ſtation, ſhe 
announced the elopement of Arabella and 
Matilda, who, before their mother returned 
from the Haymarket maſquerade, had that 
morning made their eſcape from the tapeſtry . 


chamber, and were gone off with two gen- 


tlemen, who had been feen to carry them 
away in a coach and fix at the Burtom of 
——— ftreet. 


Leſs ſurpriſed than grieved at her ſiſterꝰ 
miſconduct, Clariſſa ruſhed into the pre- 
lence of Lady Iſleworth, expecting to have 

FS FF. 


4 - 


* 
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found her a in as. pitiable a ſituation as when 
ſtruggling with thoſe horrible hyſterick fits 
to which ſhe had ſeen ber reduced by the 
ſimple operation of an undertaker's epiſtle; 
but, inſtead of finding an afflicted mother, 
Torn with anguiſh for the fate of her im- 
prudent children, ſhe ſaw ber ladyſhip 
fitting before a glaſs, fancifully adjuſting, 
by way of rehearſal, the ornaments which 
were intended to adorn her own Perſon the 


day fol lowing. 


24. Oh, mama!” .cried Clariſſa, throwing 
- herſelf on a chair, and burſting into tears, 
"Ink im peded her farther utterance, | 


on Well, hat the matter now, Miſs 
Iſleworth. ? Your ſiſters, are gone! that is 
neither your fault nor mine We muſt 
forget them and their diſgrace altogether. 
Lou, as well as Arthur, Diana, and 
Stella, will fare che better for their indi- 
cretion.“ "as IN | 
Say 


— 
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40 Say not fo, mama would ratticr be 
a beggar than enriched by their ſhame! 
Dear mama, __ AT not Jet be  over-. 
taken ah ks. cat Faves 


* 


66 Ves, child No doubt when ey 
are acquainted with the cream, and reflect 
that they have only given themſelves to the 
very ſcum of the. NAtIOns repentance with: 
overtake them.” Sts 


% But the A you muſt have ſent to 
purſue the ill-fated” girls, may they not be 
in time to reſcue them from incurring the 
dreadful nar of their errors? - 

« Are you As your ſenſes £69, Miſs 
Heworth !|—Do you ſoppoſe I have not 
enough to employ my ſervants, ſo near 
the birth-· day, without ſending them God 
knows where, galloping after two run? 
aways No, let them follow their own - 
inventions have done with them for 


* Bug... © - evett |: 


- — — 8 n Gs 
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ever |——Now, tell me your opinion of 
this cap—it is ſeat home, you ſee, with 
only two feathers—three, I think, would 
be much handſomer, and dada more 
becoming.—-Lord! child, dry up your 


tears, or go to your chamber! ſuch ſor- 
rowful countenances always give me the 
8 1 04 + 9 | 


"Unable to obey. this lack-feeling com | 


mand in its firſt inſtance, with the ſecond 
Clariſſa readily acquieſced, there to lament 


her fiſters? imprudence and her mother's 


inſenfibility ;. but Was not long ſuffered to 
enjoy that privilege unmoleſted, it beipg 


interrupted by a ſummons from her lady- 
ſhip, who faſtened on her reluctant duty 
the diſagreeable taſk of informing Sir Fre. 


derick with every particular reſpecting the 
elopement of his two daughters, which, 
though amounting to no more than that 
they were gone, and had been ſeen to enter 
a coach, conducted by two young men, at 


four 
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four in the morning, Clarifſa could not 


retrace on paper, without * mingling her 
ink with the overflowings of her own fad- 
nels. = | 


Mavgre the reſpectful, but energetic elo- 
Juence of all the filial remonſtrances that, 
could be advanced by Miſs Iſleworth, to 


perſuade her infatuated mother of the im- 


propriety which might reflect on their own. 
characters, by going into public ſo imme- 
diately ſubſequent to their family misfor- 
tune, her ſenſible obſervations produced 


no change in the refolution of Lady Ifle- 
worth—to Court ſhe would go—and Lady 
Ann ſupported the far, by a declaration, 
*« that ſhe had no notion of young women 
turning difators ; and even leſs, that the 
frolicks of two giddy-pated chits ſhould 


overturn the ſyſtem of wy/er people.. 
Clarifla did not, in her own mind, admit 
of the diſtinction, but, fearing that any re- 
tort might offend her mother; ſhe temained 


% 


g | ard . - b | Hent, 55 


— 


—— 
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fitent, and the next day attended them to 


the drawing- room, the whole party more 


ſplendidly, and, if poſſible, more extra- 
vagantly equipped, than on the bridal pre- 


ſentation; to the expence of which might 


be added the richly embroidered effulgent 
coat of the bridegroom, whom a weighty 


bribe from his doating mama had prevailed 


on for once to ſhew his handſome perſon 


in the royal circle ; ; for which honour he 


duly prepared himſelf, by attending the 


preceding oy at the hy: s levee. 


— 


en 
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THE TOVCHSTONE OF HEROISM? / 


ITHERTO we have ſeen Clariſſa” 
ſuſtain her own tenders diſappoint- 
ments, whether real or Imaginary, witk 
much greater firmneſs than ſhe fupported ; 
the ruinous conſequences of her parents. 


diſſipation; but let us behold her in the 
very ack of ſurveying, with fixed eyes and 
changing colour, Percival, her beloved 
Percival, kneeling to kiſs the fair hand of 
majeſty, and we ſhall diſcover her. former 
univerſal commiſeration all concentered in 
the moſt rorturing agony of ſelfiſh deſpair, 
every moment exaggerated by the whiſpers 
which reached. her ear from an admiring, 
crowd of ſpeaators, that his preſentation 
by Lord Dunſton was the prelude of his 
a Ny marriage 


* 
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marriage with his amiable couſin, the eldeſt 


daughter of that nobleman—her ſou] ſicken- 


ed at the officious report—her eyes cloſed - 


—her head grew giddy—Lord Clarence 
caught her in his arms, when na longer 


able to ſupport herſelf, and, with the affiſt- 
ance of her brother, bore the lifeleſs bur- 


den to an outer room, followed by Lady 
Ann and Lady Ifleworth, who inſiſted on 


her being ſent home the moment ſhe. be. 


gan to recover, leaving -the gentlemen to 
conduct her, whilſt they themſelves re- 
turned „ += +> \ 


3 greatly alarmed for her young 


lady, whom ſhe ſaw in a ſtate of inſenſi- 


bility, ſent- for the houſchold apothecary, 


by whoſe orders ſhe was conveyed to bed, 
the room darkened, quiet preſcribed, and 


a terrible fever prognoſticated, which, be- 


Fore the ladies 're-entered the houſe, was 
in part verified; but not ſo bad,” ob- 
5 — her mother, to the e phyſical attend= 


-: > 
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ant, from whom, without going into the 
ſick chamber, ſhe liſtened to a long train 


of unfortunate ſymptoms—** not fo bad as 


to prevent my attending Lady Ann to the 


| ball—the poor child will be better to- 


morrow); or, if worſe, you may ſend for 


4 


Dr. W | . Y ö ö 2 


Here let me obſerve, that this tender 


parent, not to diſturb the repoſe of her 


ſuffering daughter, had the great conſidera- 


tion to order change of dreſſes for herſelf 


and Arthur's wife at the Groſvenor-ſquare | 


houſe, by this time completely furniſhed, 
having engaged io conclude the night with 
a ſelect party of Faro's honourable family. 


Before midnight Clariſfa became deliri- 


ous: the phyſician arrived, pronounced . 


her diſorder the ſmall-pox, but gave hopes 
that the ſort would be favourable. Harrts 
acquainted her lady with thete particulars, 


whilſt unwaking her toilet at five o 'clock 


„ . 


\ 


tion of her heauty. When told he was 


a 
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in the morning, who ſaid: ſhe would be 
called at whatever hour Dr. W re- 
peated his viſit, devoutly praying, not for 
the life of Miſs Iſleworth, but the preſerva- 


juſt come from the ſick- chamber, and wait 


ed her ladyſhip's commands, ſhe-declared "0 


herſelf fo fatigued, and ſo very ſleepy, that 
it was impoſſible he could get up, but 
ſhould thank him if he would come to her 
bed-ſide. He readily acquieſced ; con- 
firmed her moſt ſanguine hopes, that the 
charms of her daughter were- threatened 
with no diminution,—*-The fever,” he 
ſaid, had abated, the puſtules appeared, 
and every thing was in a fair train for hez 
wy O_o 


« You &: not know, Sir,” cried the 
delighted matron, ** what exquiſite: plea- 
"Way it gives me, to hear you ſay that this 
dirty diſeaſe will leave none of its diſguſt- 
ing traces on the features of Clariſ.— | 

Aud. 
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And now,” prefenting him with a double | 


fee, together with one of her not uncomely 
hands, &“ be ſo good as to tell me e 


if Jam e to we feria, exertions.“ 


fect uniſoa with thofe of moſt other ladies 


of your own rank in i hey „ I 


But do you eh 1 may venture to 
iake a journey 22 | 


: .#; + 

5 Certainly.” 
99 And that I ſhall have frenath ound. 
at the end of it, to enter . a e 
active ſituation? ** 


:< What your Lady hip How done. is the 
beſt encouragement for what you 21 zel. 
be able to doe. | 


"0 


- 


«Your pulſe, Madam „he replied arily, | | 


after ſerious. examination, © beats in per- 


by > 


—_ 
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on the preceding evening, learned from 
diſſolve the next day but one; uponewhich 


' ſon, Lady Ann, and Lord Clarence, to 
give Sir Frederick their perſonal ſupport 


my dear Sir,” ſaid ſhe, © what a bore it 


t 
I 
it 
| 
[| 
1 
7 
4 


of ſuch a ſwini/h multitude But without 
this ſacrifice Sir Frederick wil make no 
hand fn 0 


Dr. W hinted, “ that as the mem- 
bers would not be returned immediately, 
it might be better, both for her health and 
ſatisfaction, to delay the journey until 


pleatly eſtabliſhed.” 

T o the firſt . of this. remonſtrance 
e replied, that delays were dangerous, 
- and 


muſt be to preſide over the entertainments 


| 

| The ſecret now came out, that ſhe had, 
undoubted authority, Parliament would 
| 


intelligence ſhe had made a party with her 


in carrying his election.“ And you know, 


* 


Miſs Iſleworth's recovery "ſhould be. com- 7 


RY 


- 
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To” many votes might be loſt to her bak. 

band, which the charming vivacity of Lady 

Ann would certainly ſecure. As to the 

ſecond, ſhe aſſured him, when taking his 

leave, that ſhe ſhould, as ſoon as ſune 
could get up,-write: to Miſs Ifleworth's | | 
city acquaintance, a mighty notable gentle. 
woman, to come and ſupply the place f 
nurſe in her abſence.” She actually did, 

4 that very day, addreſs a letter to Mrs. St. 
Edmonds; and in the evening this .dif- 
tracted party took their departure for 
ſhire, where their company was neither 
expected or deſired. | 


H is ſiſter todd Curry to Portman- 
ſquare, in conſequence of the unpleaſant —_ 
intelligence conveyed to them by the mo- 
ther of their adopted darling, muttering' 
exccrations the whole way on the, unfeel- 
ing parent, who could thus abandon her 
child to the moſt virulent of all diſeaſes. * 
But fading, WA the evidence of his own 
| ſenſes, 
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ſenſes, its ſymptoms uncommonly favour. | 


able, his alarms, though not his anger, ſub. 
ſided; and, ſending for the maitreſſe d*botel, 
he informed her, that neither Mrs. St. 


Edmonds or himſelf ſhould leave the houſe 


till Miſs Iſleworth could return with them; 


at the ſame time, putting thirty guinezs, 
into her hand, he deſired ſhe would , 


vide for their accommodation. 


Clariſſa did not . long on 


this charitable viſit; ſhe received them ia 


her dreſſing- room, and four days after, with 


the perfect approbation of Dr. W —, 
ſhe attended them back to Enfield, with 
only the mark of two ſmall crimſon ſpots 
on her left cheek, and a thorn in her heart, 
which all the tender {kill of her affectionate 
confidential friend vainly. endeavoured to 


extract. Mrs. St. Edmonds ſcorned to 
adminiſter for the true balſam of hope the 
' quack medicine of fantafy: ſhe believed 


Percival feall unfaithful; therefore had no 


5 zecourſe 


— — 


— 
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recourſe to probabilities or  poſſibili ties to 
hoodwink the ſenſes of an amiable girl, 
already but 700 ſuſceptible. In a few weeks. 
ſhe had: reaſon to congratulate herſelf on 
the ſucceſs of her new mode of practiſing 
on a wounded ſpirit ? Clarifla's cheerfuls 
neſs returned; ſhe ſeldom ſpoke of her 
lover; and every thing went on as before 
accident threw him in bar. way at 81. 
James' 8. FD 1 
215 l th ticket: N See 
in ſuppoüng the preſence of her riotous 
party at —— would aſſiſt the caufe of 
Sir Frederick ; "tba could have been 
more mal-a- -propos; he curſed their officiouſ- 
nels from the very bottom of his heart; 
and, had he ever been in the habit of com- 
mand, or the ladies in that of obedience, 
they muſt have decamped : : inſtead there- 
of, they ſet themſelves down at an hotel, 
the head-quarters of Sir Frederick, where 
he lired pretty dea at che ſame rate that 
A Prince 


= 67. 1 OSS wars wa. Wes." 
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4 . of 5 blood would have hs 


| charged. in Pall- Mall or Germain- Kreer. 


Sade 3 gave balls, —_ an oy 
maſquerades.—Lady Ann, driven by Lord 
Clarence in his curricle, begged from door 
to door, and offered her fair cheek to the 
lips of every greaſy voter inclined to taſte 
of its ambroſial ſweetneſs. —- Arthur got 


drunk oftener than once in the four and 


twenty hours Whilſt Sir Frederick walk 


5 ed about ſullen and ſilent, like the ghoſt 
5 of his own departed hopes, marty red by 


anticipation, having firſt ſquandered ſeven 
thouſand pounds, that his fon might ſuc- 
ceed him in the borough when himſelf 


| ſhould be called up to the. Houſe of Lords. 


The mother of Arthur perſiſted in her 


uſual creed, that every thing was going on 


juſt as it ſhould do ;—the wife of Arthur 


boaſted, that her condeſcenſions had made 


more yoters than all the Baronet” s gold; 


whilſt 


l * 3 
1 25 * 
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whilſt Arthur bimſelf, when bleſſed with 
the powers of articulation, ſwore that ſtronng 
beer and roaſt beef were the dn. b 
friends 1 in their intereſt. ren 7 ok L 

Amidſt the convivial harmony of an 

election, it will not appear extraordinary 

that the hitherto diſerees lovers ſhould at 
an unguarded moment, have furniſhed Mr. 
lle worth with 4% the materials for a di- 
vorce—that Lady Ann ſhould be ſent back 
to her father—Lord Clarence ſcamper off 
from the field of detection that Lady 
Iſle worth ſhould plead for her amiable, but 5 
100 unfortunate daughter-in-law—that ſne | 
ſhould attribute the accident to poor Ar- | 
_ thur's flovenly inattentions iht poor Ar- 

thur ſhould feel himſelf the happieſt of the 

whole party or that Sir Frederick _— 

curſe them e, 


* = 


Such were our divided family on the eve 
of the clecuan, ſome going one way, ſome ' 
| another; | 
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Sorter: but, though Lady Ann and Lord 


Clarence took different roads, they met by 
appointment at 
conveyed them to the houſe of her lady- 
| ſhip's s ci. devant governels. 


Arthur, panting for freedom, turned a 


deaf ear to the commands of his father, be- 


held with indifference the affected fits of 


pt He fit alighted-in Portman-ſquare to 


his mother, and galloped away towards 


Doctors“ Commons for redreſs of griey- 
ances. . | 25 oh, org ' 


refreſh; but there no refreſhment could 


be-produced, except one ſervant only; the 
whole houſehold, together with his two. 
little ſiſters, had emigrated to Enfield 


Chace, and the goods of his: father were 


once more under requiſition, He beſtowed 


Houte.in Groſvenor-ſquare, without finding 


{ome hearty auli- bleſſings on the law agents, 
and made the beſt of his way to his own 


his 


„and one chaiſe 


* 


* 


— 
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his condition changed for the better, a ſe- 
cond battalion from the corps legal having 
taken poſſeſſion of that alſo. How all 
theſe matters came about will be the (ub- by 
Jeet of the next e 0 . 
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„ e n. 


— 


VARIETY. 


JF ADY Iflewofth, when the agreed for 
| the leaſe of the houſe, gave a check 
upon old Bateman for the purchaſe- money, 
her ready caſh' being nearly diſſipated. Of 
this ſhe advertiſed him by a well-ſtudied 
Billet. doux, not doubting but he who had 
done fo much would do more, on the ſame 
uſurious terms. A carte blanche accompanied 
her note, which he was at liberty to fill up 
with what figures he pleaſed, whether for 
ſix hundred or fix thouſand pounds was a 
matter of the utmoſt indifference to her 
ladyſhip, and the next day fhe ſet out to 
join her huſband at — 


% 


. © a 
by 


The 


- 


* 
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The perſon Who received the check, well 


ſatisfied as to the credit of Bateman, de- 


— 


layed more.than a week, till other buſineſs x 
carried him to the city, before he preſented. 


it for payment, when, to his utter aſtoniſh- 
ment, it was not only ſimply prozefied, but 


witk ſuch vehement èxecrations on the 3 


travagance of Lady Iſleworth, that, as ſoon 
as he returned home, he ſent in an execution 
to ſecure himſelf; which no ſooner took 
air, than the proprietor of the Portman- 


ſquare houſe, to whom Sir Frederick was 


two years in arrears for rent, followed his 


example. 


- 


Theſe fteps proclaimed ſo general an 


alarm amongſt the numerous herd of the 


Baronet's creditors, that one of them, wiſer . 


than the reſt, the loſs of whoſe debt would 


have. been his total deſtruction, poſted away 
to — where he arrived juſt in time 


to be gratified with the news, that Sir Fre- 
derick had that day loſt his election by a 


very 


* * IF SFO * 
— 


* 


- 
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very great majority; "on which agreeable 


_ tidings he turned the head of his horſe, got 


into the diligence at the firſt ſtage, arrived 


in London at ten the next, morning, and, 


by the aſſiſtance of his ſolicitor, provided 


the neceſſary forms for obtaining -perſonal 


4 


ſecurity on the ex- member, whoſe return to 


— 


town he awaited with extreme impatience 


e in great + bois: though but 


lightly treated by the heads, are ſometimes 


conſidered by the inferior members of a 
family as very ſerious diſaſters; and this 
ſecond intruſion on the premiſes of their 


with all expedition to Broad- ſtreet, where 


ſhe: told her tale of woe with ſo much feel- - 


ing, ! in leſs than an hour Mr. Curry 


—— 


"releaſed 


| abſent maſter, conducted with little cere- 
mony and leſs delicacy, not only frightened 
the ſervants, but the nurſery babes were 
ſo completely terrified, that Urſula, leav- 
ing them in the very act of ſcreaming, to 
be comforted by the houſe-keeper; went 
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| releaſed the weeping children: from their 
captivity, and conveyed. them to Enfield, 
with orders for as many of the ſervants as 
choſe to accept the humane invitation to 


follow them thither, on being aſſured they DS 


had neither money or credit by which they 
might exiſt till the return of Sir Frederick.” Wh 
No wonder, then, that his hoſpitable villa 
ſhould be filled with their innocent e As 
of criminal dimpation. ) e e 


** 
| | q 
1 PE — * - £4 % 1 „ + 
— 1 p 4 © + 
- 
- > 


Mr. Carry; with one of his little prote= 


gees in each hand, ſmilingly preſented'them | 


to his ſiſter and chein own, kindly ſaying— 


% Theſe are my. nine them your i ; 


hen beſt . 


beg he were preſſed in a 0 


arms of Mrs. St. Edmonds, and 


ſweet faces Ka with the kiſſes of c V 85 


riſſa, whoſe eyes ſoftly beamed the emo- 


tions of a ſoul -penetrated- by gratitodes = | 


* ſhe would not have. known the extent 
vol. 111. Þ: EE ws, 


Kinted on her nn. 
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of her obligation, if the pretty b 


with uplifted hands and animated geſtures, 


had not began a ſubject which it now be- 
hoved the benevolent merchant to finiſh, 


taking care to hurt as little as poſſible 


the acute ſenfibility of his beloved ward. 


But, maugre all his tender precaution, rivers 


of tears bedewed her cheeks during the 


Whole of his recital; and, when concluded, 
ſhe fell at his feet, covered her face with 
both hands, and ſobbed out— 


" — 


« Ob, Sir, we are bs are 
undone even your generous: goodneſs. 


cannot reſcue us from _ fangs of ——" 


She could bay no more; ons being 
raiſed to the arms. of Mrs. St. Edmonds, : 


—— 


- Vvſula, by . of Mr. Curry, had 
taken the children from the room and con- 


ducted them to the 5 where ſhe con- 
trived 
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coin to divert them till Clarifit's ref 
had in part yielded to the ſoothing voice 
ol friendihip.— Again ſhe beheld them 
and again her ſorrows reviving, they were 1 
once. mee wunde hes . ö ee” 


10 0 Dear, ill-fated etatures'” ſhe cried; 
wringing her hands, and following them 
with the tendereſt looks of commiſeration, 
have been a fine lady, weak, diſſi- 
pated, extravagant I deſerve to be un- 
bappyl—z3ut | what have you done, inno- 
cent children, that your fate ſhould. * 1 
eee on eee 


* Do you forger,” aid Mr. Canin witty 
particular gravity,. not arifing from dif- 
| pleaſure, but proceeding from ſympachy— 
Do you forget that I have juſt now told! 
you I am the ſell. adopted father of you 
all Never will J mix in the cup of _ 
* or tbeirs the gall of Ls”: 


* 


N „ e 


* 
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Liſten to my brother, dear Clarifla, 
and be comforted,” cried Mrs. St, Ed- 
monds ; © reſpe&t him as your firſt, beſt 
parent; and, when my love for you ſhall 
have deſerved the diſtinction, honour ne 


with the ſecond fond appellation; —in his 


own bene 80 1 will oy the mother of | 
eme e t 153-01 


Clariſa could 017 1 kiſs the h winks of ber 
confoling patrons, and water them with 
uncontaminated tears of filial piety ;—ſhe 


wept the miſery into which her parents“ 


miſmanagement had - inevitably plunged 
themſelves—theſe were the drops of ex- 
ctuciating anguiſh ;—-ſhe wept, from a 
variety of ſenſations; over the tender aſ- 
ſurances, that the ſupport to which ſhe 
herſelf had ſo fondly clung ſhould be ex- 
tended to her ſiſters theſe tears were the 


diſtillation of peace, whi ch hope extracted 


from the very boſom of deſpair.— She could 
not, all at once, recover her tranquillity; 
„ 2 1 . 
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= 


| but whilſt preſcribing bounds to her aMMic- 
tion, ſhe ſet none to her gratitude—it 
overflowed the confines of filence ; her 
heart became its altar, her tongue could 
not but act as its prieſteſs. Nothing was 
more ſimple than her profeſſions—nothing 
more ſublime than the truth with which 5 
they were utter. * 


* 


* 
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CHAP. LXIII. 
: nene E OF Et. ECTIONEFRING, 


Cannot think, my dear,” ſaid Lady 
Iſleworth to Sir Frederick, the morn- 
ing after he had loſt his election, © what 
pevliched you to run after this vile bo- 
rough, when a peerage was abſolutely 
ſtaring you in the face,” | 
ee Before I anſwer that d—d impertinent 
\ queſtion, tell me Madam,“ retorted Sir 
Frederick, what officious devil conduct- 
ed you, your imp of a daughter, your block- 
head of a ſon, your infamous raſcally friend, 
that whelp of perdition, Clarence, to mar 
my plans, ſpend my money; and expoſe my 
TOE „ EE 


deny 


_— 
Of 
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deny the whole is tot,” was her 
| nrg $ laconic vindication. | 4 


Sir Frederick fan before a table covered 


with memento's of their mutual profuſion 
during the canvaſs, all of which were 
brought in for payment previous to his 
departure. From theſe papers he only ſe- 


lected one charge, and that in the lump, 


placed at the foot of a long liſt of do- 


meſtic expences incurred by their reſidence 


at the hotel, —lt ran thus ö 


| | 1 
6 New, For forvithing four balls. 
and two concerts Fe e 
„„ 


This monſtrous article had alendy deen 
foreed upon the optics of Lady Iſle worth 
by her enraged huſband. She had ſurveyed 
the demand with her cuſtomary ſans froid, 
and declared © ſhe thought it extremely | 
reaſonable :—the ſame” entertainments in 


town muſt have been double the ſum, 
| 14. though 


i 
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; thouph to a much better purpoſe, that ſhe 
Was ready to allow.” "ed FOILS 


| We 1 ſaid, that Sir Frederick 3 a 


ſecond time ſeized on this one unfortunate 
paper; and we verily believe, had it been 
loaded with lead, he would have hurled ir 


at the head of his puppet : but the only 


hope he now poſſeſſed ſuſpending from 


- 


the cobweb ſupport. of her independence, 
tickled his imagination, and- produced its 


uſual effects, of tranſmuting his upbraid- 


ings into ſilence, and his rage into ſullenneſs. 


A waiter entered, to know his Honour's 
pleaſure, when he would ſpeak to the ladies 
and gentlemen who filled up the hall, to 
have their accounts ſettled. COLES: 


1 600 Inform them,“ ſaid the Baronet, cc that 
1 am going to town, and will ſend my 
Reward to ſettle with them. —Order my 


carriage; and tell m oy ſcoundrels I will 
| | 5 blow 
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blow FIDE, brains out, -if they are not at 
che door in ten minutes.“ 


Away went the man, and was imme- 
diately followed by his maſter, in whoſe 
ear had been whiſpered the return to his 

* own. meflage. bes ern iS om WT 
mn « Has your 8 any commande for 
me?” ſubmiſſively aſked mine hoſt 15 the 


mY No one in the works.” my 3 friend | 
you are an honeſt fellow—T have a very 
great reſpect for your talents, and you may 
Geng on my fature favours.” 1. 7 5 


1 


3-34 in * 8 


— 85 mY hope your Honour Gods" no o fault * 


« Very far 995 it e interrupted Thi | 
Iſleworth ; * you have diſplayed abilities 
in your entertainments that would not diſ- 5 
grace the moſt” celebrated of our confec- SP, 

Es tioners; 28 


x 
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tioners ; and if you will remove to town 
under my patronage, you may ſoon make 
your fortune.” | > 


—— 


* Piſh!” cried Sir Frederick.) 


- « Your Ladyſhip's goodneſs is greater 
than my deſerts,” returned the landlord, 
in a voice of ſtudied forrow; © but I am 
à poor man, who has provided every thing 
on his Honour's credit=my own would 
not have been taken for a PX of beer. a 


- 


0 weh, well,” peeviſhly edule Sir 
Frederick, let us baye no more of your 
poverty—l ſhall thank you to goand haſten 
"uy ſervants.” 


Mine hoſt ſaid he Fry go, ver ſtood 
| ack ſtill, with his eyes fixed upon the 
many ſlips of paper which contained the 
precious amount of his moſt exorbitant 
I demands, | 


The 
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The character of theſe: oblique glances 
was an exordium ſo perfectly underſtood 


by the diflatisfied Baronet, that he repeated 
his orders with no better ſucceſs ;. nor did 


the authoritative tones in which he an- 
nounced them ſetve, as they were intended, 
to intimidate the filent orator—his. fury 
roſe 1 in proportion. 


— 


os What the devil do you and FOR 
at, when you ſee me in ſuch a rey: to be 
gone * Mm a4 4 | : 


J was tooling at my little account, 
your Honour.” 


"y Well, Sir, N bare ſeen i it before 1 bf 
mes aaa wy FE | 
5 . Sir F WOE 1 wrote it wh 
my own hand; and, errors excepted, you 
will not find yourſelf more , dealt 


with i in the whole town of —. 
16 5 Zounds "iD 
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. *© Zounds, man!“ impatiently ſtamping 
on the floor, who diſpures your honeſty ? 
all T want with you is to ſend” me out of : 
Four houſe.” Wa ELD IEA 2” 


* J. Az wait, your: en, to ſettle 
-the bill. * 


* I have ſertled It Saen with the 
waiter.” * | 5 


” He did not tell me fo,” fit obſerved | 
| _ e | 


£ 


E Damm ſcoundre] | ** vociferated the | 
ene 


Se thank your Honour a tended 
times,” replied the arch angler—** he does 
not mean to cheat me out of the money— 
but, as you, Sir, have paid it into his 
- hands, here is your receipt.” - 


che 205 : | t put 
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Put it up—put it up my friend —1 
did not abſolutely pay him the money; 
but, what is exactly the ſame thing, I ſaid 
would ſend ny: ſteward to difchnge all 
on debts 0 1 


+ — 


9 5 am e your. as mould bs 
forced on the trouble of paying them your- 
ſelf—my neighbours are all in a clamoar 
below ſtairs—ſome of them, 1 know, have 
taken diſagreeable ſteps already - very diſ- 
agrecable | every body laments your Ho- 
nour' $ Wu ede but wks 10 0 1 _— 


* — 
8 * . 7 * * 
. p % 
* = — 


* 


. e my PASS 3 her ladyſkip, 8 5 
4 why ſuffer yourſelf to be bored ſo un- 
mercifully —pay the creatures, and lend | 
"”w_ about their buſineſs.” e 


155 


8 Wa by . ca qui 9 
of his landlord than compliant to the will 


of his + lady. 8 81 F redenick examined the 
"I 1 


? 
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ſtrength of his pocket-book, which, not 
being able td hold out againſt the whole 
hoſt of beſiegers, after much muttering, 
| he compromiſed the affair, by paying the 
publican, who, on his part, promiſed to 
be reſponſible for the patient waiting of all 
the other creditors, well knowing their | 
bills, though ſent 1 in, had not as yet been 
followed by, perſonal attendance. No won- 
der, then, that the lofing candidate, in 
paſſing through the hall to his carriage, 
ſhould meet with no obſtruct ion from duns 
of any deſcription ; moſt likely, at that 
period, they were adenizing themſelves, to 
make a reſpectable figure before the great 
man, or the great man's valet, aſcertained 
that from one or the other of them they 
ſhould obuiin the honour of an audience. 


Arthur, immerſed in his own critical 
affairs, had no time either to think upon 
thoſe of his father's, or to acquaint him 


: by letter how much they ſtood in need of 
regulation; ; 
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regulation 3. ; ſo that Sir Frederick, on his 
arrival in town, was in no way prepared for 
thoſe gueſts by whom his houſe was pre- 
occupied—drones which, once admitted 
into the hive, whilſt any —_— remains. 
will not depart from it. ; We 


It 1s. abſolutely Wepa to deſcribe the 
Baronet's tumultuous execrations, or the 
immovable placidity of his lady, when, in 
the dead of night, pinched with cold, 
ſtarving with hunger, and overcome with 
fatigue, they found themſelves under their 
own ſumptuous roof, without fire or candle- 
light, nothing to eat, or wherewithal to 
compole their couch, beds and bedding 
being packed, ready for carriage to a c- 
lebrated au@ion-room in Pall- Mall; and 
Lady Iſleworth obſerved, © that none of 
the furniture was in its proper place.“ 
This ſhe ſaid with more feeling, than when 
told her little deſerted ones, for whom ſhe - 
condeſcended to enquire, had been re- 


IM 


5 ceived 1 


* 


3 
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ceived into the protection of Mr. Curry 
—*< It is mighty well,” was her reply— _ 
one place is as good for them as an- 
ocher They are too young to be faſhioned + 

—T ſuppoſe they will be finely fuffed;. but 
1] dane they may not grow . and vul- 


gar.” 


* 
, 


IE Frederick flew 3 room to room, | 
. one poſſeſſed with a legion of evil 
" ſpitics, kicking, down this, knocking down 
that, and upſetting the other—curſing him- 
ſelf by bell, book, and candle, if he did 
not ſet fire to all his houſes, and conſume | 
his wife in the conflagration—whilſt Lady 
Iſle worth was calmly. ſending two of the 
five ſervants who attended them on their 
woe · began journey, one to order ſupper at 
the neareſt hotel, the- other to procure 
Chairs for their conveyance thither, 


„ thing being ds for emigration, 


"the lord and lady of the. manſion forſook 
| . that 


Z « 


— 
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that home which their own folly had ren- 
dered worſe than ' comfortleſs; and the 
rage of Sir Frederick extinguiſhed by its 
down violence, he wonderfully played his 
part at the ſupper-table, covered at a ſhort. 
notice with the moſt tempting viands. At 


five in the morning, ſufficiently rocky to 
forget all his mortifications, his ears full of 


a thouſand profitable ſchemes, deviſed by 


his never-deſponding help-mate—his eyes 


fixed in their ſockets, and his brain ſwim- 


ing in Burgundy, he rambled to the cham; 
ber prepared for his reception, where we 


will leave him to all the enjoyments ms 


inebriation is capable of Waage 


45 * 7 _ 2 
. 4 
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e ee XIV; 
A GREAT MAN IN RETIREMENT. 


YLARISSA, whoſe tender wides had 
been ſo lately blaſted by the deſer- 
tion of her lover, was little able to con- 
tend with that domeſtic affliction which 
conſigned her parents to deftruRion, and 
their children to dependence; the ſmiled 
only i in the preſence of her benefa&ors—in 
their abſence no tract of a {mile remained 3 
on her faded cheek; nor i is that hloom to 
be coveted by the young, the gay, the 
beautiful, which, unimpaired, - can ſtand 
the ſtorm of diſappointed affection, and 
which the tears of filial piety cannot ex- 
| W 


One 
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Oge day, the third after chat marked by 
the return of the moſt thoughtleſs couple 
in the world, to a world almoſt as thought- 
leſs as themſelves, Mr. Curry arrived from 
the city at a much earlier hour than uſual ; 5 
he preſented a packet to Clariſſa, which, 
he ſaid, had been left for her at his count- 


ing-houſe, and, at his own . _ 8 


retired to examine its contents. 


7 Mrs. St. Edmonds reindrkad on the 


countenance of her brother ſomething 


which denoted diſcompoſure and vexation : 


this circumſtance was ſo uncommon that 


ber fears caught the alarm You : are 
very ill, or Ae — py; aid the.” 


© 1 „Not ill,” he TY © « but confes 1 1 
am Were diſtreſſed.” 6 


ce Gbod God ! ny dear George, you 
40 me tremble your bounty, like that 


of Heaven, | know has ever been unlimited 


*® 
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Oh, forbid it, mercy ! that the kindneſs 
you have ſhewn to others ſhould be the 
means of deranging your own affairs.” 

A ſmile being a ſwifter meſſenger than 
words or motion, the merchant ſent out 
one, winged with conviction,” to the relief : 55 

of her anxicty, before he ſpoke, or preſſed 
the hand ſympathy directed towards him. 


4, 


3 I thank you; Elizabeth,” ſaĩd he, rl for 
your ſiſterly ſolicitude—My affairs are in 
the direction of a good Providence, Who 

mamanages for his humble agent much bet- 
| ter. than he could do for himſelf; and-if, 
aſtead of daily increaſing my opulence, - it 
| ſhould have pleaſed my gracious Principal 
to have plunged me into difficulties, un- 
earned by guilt or imprudence, ſtill, with 
patient diligence, I might have worked out 
my own remedy ; but, to prop the ſhatter- 
ed finances of extravagant folly, is labori- 
- ouſly perplexing, if not abſolute labour in 
| vain 


—— — — — 
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win he taſk is arduous, and the ſuccels 
uncertain,” | SHES 
The tdi of Clariſſa, and the ſud- 
den pauſe her preſence occaſioned, ex- 
plained to Mrs. St. Edmonds what parties 
were implicated in the latter part of her 
brother's moſt ſenſible remarksſhe wiſhed: | 


him to proceed, and ſhe could have diſ- 1 


penſed with the ſſighteſt i interruption, even 

_— curred: ww her "UE apt | 
With a ber avon; Sande air, 
| Clarifla approached her friends, as they fat 
together on the ſame ſofa, and ſaid, re- 
delivering the packet Mr. Curry had juſt 
before put into her hands, Deareſt Sir, 
will you have the goodneſs to direct what 
anſwer I ſhall make to my poor imprudent 
e are married * Gi Mee 


C3 


44 MTA 3 


4 


3 c 


8 I am glad fi * replied the e Pe 
as he js over two ſad ſcrawls, ill ſpelt, 
, and 


* 


7 5 
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and. ſaarcely legible, <* the levity of their 
conduct might have been attended with 
worſe conſequences.—Say, on my autho. 
rity, their parents /, not pardon them, 
and cannot aſſiſt them: but, my dear, I 
would have you add, that I will examine 
their huſbands before they leave town, and, 
If the young men.are good for any thing, 
they ſhall not want a Lien to forward 
W in their avocations.” 

Delighted with this benevolent oth, 
Clariſſa retired, that no time might be loſt 
in eonveying it to her ſiſters; and Mr. Curry 
re- commenced that information which her 

entrance bad impeded, the ſubſtance of 
- which was as follows. 

e found a note at his wat 
without any ſignature, merely ſtating, that 
the day before Sir Frederick Iſleworth had 
been taken into cuſtody, with a direction 
to the place of his confinement. Not 
doubting this notice came from the Ba- 


1 or was ſent. Ly i order, though 10 
- 7 


— 
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proud or tea deeply. bumiliated to apenly 
ſolicit the aſſiſtance he ſo much ſtood in 
need of, he went to ſeek him, reſolved to 
be governed by circumſtances when he 
ſhould arrive at the ſpunging-houſe, where 


he found the frivolous. couple fitting. at # - | 


table covered with tea, coffee, chocolate, 
hot rolls, hard eggs, and all farts of mar- 
malades two ſervants in waiting an ex- 
cellent fire, in a handſome firſt. floon, ſo _ 
nicely furniſhed, that the generous; mer-i = 
chant actually ſtarted, and thought fome» = 
body muſt have been playing off a fralick: 
upon his credulity—for how could. a houſe 
of profufian be one of rgfraim. ?——He. had 
time to aſk. himſelf no other queſtions, be- 
fore Sir Frederick, with a tare of ſurpriſe, 
which [ſhowed he had no hand in his: com- 
ing thither, thanked him for his unexpect- 
ed viſit, and intræated he would n. of 
their refreſhment. 37 
Lady Iſleworth: tai ſhe was 1 to 4 
bim; but you: N ſhe added, are 
| Epi ſuch 


* 
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ſuch” uur people, that 1 ſuppoſe you are 


al ways prepared to find one derangee, and 
therefore will diſpenſe with apologies ?”-— 


did, indeed, Madam,” replied the mer- 


_ chant; availing himſelf of the proffered ſear, 


« did expect to find a much greater de- 
rangement in your family economy than 
the ſcene before me realizes.— I was in- 
formed “ O yes, I dare ſay,” cried 


he, ſuddenly i interrupting him, © you have 
: heard it!—Men of condition cannot change 


their habitation but it runs all over the 
town like wild-fire. “ Perhaps, then,” 


 faid Mr. Curry, turning to the Baronet, 


« you are here by choice, not by compulſion.” 
. D—n thy ſatire,” grumbled the Ba- 


5 ronet . I wiſh,” obſerved her lady- 
' ſhip, © though I know you mean extremely 
well I wiſh you would ſpare your-ill-timed: 
raillery=Sir Frederick hates the ſubject.— 
and you ſee how his poor nerves are irri- 


tated.— Have you any little whimſical- an- 


S necdotes to give us from your corner of the 
7 . | 9 3 
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globe, of ee robberies, or mur- 
ders, to divert his melancholy : . 
Hurt at her impenetrable folly, 3 
the laſt man on earth who would have ag- 


tures of a wounded conſcience, he could 
not help replying, that in his vicinity 
| elopements ſeldom happened, becauſe fa- 

- thers taught induſtry to their ſons, and 


mothers trained their daughters to virtue— - 


Robberies were more frequent, and the 
moſt atrogious committed by parents, who 
beggared their own children—but murders. 


z 


* 


gravated, by the lighteſt touch, the tor- - 


he knew of none, not ſhould think acts of 
cruelty a proper remedy for the cure of me- 


lamncholy.“ “ Curry,” cried Sir Frede- 

rick, ſuddenly ſtarting from a ftupid re- 
verie, and catching hold of his hand 
Curry, doſt thou come hither to inſult 
or to ſerve me? 


for my intruſion was, to relieve what I na- 
men, UE: turally 


I inſult w man— ; 
I would ſerve al mankind—but one motive 


* pe 5 
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turally ace would be your and Lady 
Iſleworth's anxiety for your abſent family, 
And to aſſure you of their welfare.” 

b Piſh!” exclaimed the Baronet, re- 
ſuming his vacant chair, and no leſs va- 
cant ruminations. | : 

© eros,” ſaid her ladyſhip 07 J have 6 
many affairs to ſettle that the girls eſcaped 
my recollection, poor things !—You-take | 
care of them, I dare ſay; but I hope your 
- fiſter will not ſpoil their humours or their 
| ſhapes, by over indulgence. or over feed- 
ing ; and, pray tell her it is- my requeſt, 
that ſhe will never let them run about in 
the air without being covered.“ 

The merchant ſnatched up his hat, wiſn- 
a her a very good morning; and, filently 
| bowing to Sir Frederick, who. in vain ſtrove 
to detain him, walked down ſtairs, with 
ſo much leſs reſentment for her ladyſhip's | 
impertinence than feelings of humanity for 

the fate of her children, that he determined, 
Eo CO 1 I 8 


& 


* * 


. : 


PASHIONABLE INYOLVBMENTS. 196 


for the fake of the innocent, if poſſible, to 
fave the guilty. With this noble principle 
for his guide, he found the way to a dark 
iron- grated parlour, where he held a long 
conference with the maſter of the houſe, 
from whom he learned che original : debt 
was eight thouſand, which, by detainers, 
had already amounted to the enormous 
ſum of chirty thouſand pounds. Mr. 
Curry next enquired of the governor, Wo 
happened to be very talkative, whether 
he knew what were the future intentions 
of his priſoner? — “ Nobody better, 
ſaid he, exultingly—*< His Honour means 
to cheat his creditors, and live like a gen · 
tleman. His Honour, the Squire, was 
here yeſterday, and I could not but hear 
their converſation, whilſt buſied in the two 
pair of ſtairs bed · room to ſecure the win: 
. dows—My Lady and his Honour; wanted 
the Squire to cut off ſome entailment, but 
che ee was ſtubborn: howeyer, he” 
bene 92 „„ 
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aid he would lend them all the damage. 
money, not leſs than twenty thouſand 
pounds, as ſoon as he could recover it from 
a certain Lord, whoſe nate 1 forget. — 
The daily papers had teemed wih the diſ- 
grace of Lady Ann Iſleworth and Lord 
Clarence, to the great amuſement of theit 
numerous acquaintance; ſo that Mr. Curry, 
having no curioſity to gratify as to names, 
did not interrupt the harangue, which was 
thus continued.“ All the Squire's fair 
promiſes did not content his Honour; and 
her Ladyſhip, who tried to make peace 
between father and fon, ſaid, that her 
daughter would ſoon be a Ducheſs; mean- 
time, by removing to a bandſome houſe 
within che verge, they might keep up their 
uſual eſtabliſhttient, ſpend their 2 9750 
and defy their creditors.” - 
Mr. Curry baving conſulted 111 iter on F 
what he had ſeen and heard at the houſe of 


confineinent, it 'was thought expedient to 
| conceal 
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conceal the whole matter from Chariſſa, til! 
he ſhould have fallen on ſome plan to make 
her parents exchange their. durance and 
dreams of ſplendor for freedom, and the 
mere neceſſaries of exiſtence ——* I ſhall 
ſee them again to-morrow,” ſaid the mer- 
chant, as he walked into the garden, * but - 
my firſt call muſt be upon Bateman. 
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CHAP. LXY. 
THE LAST, AND THE LONGEST. 


LEVEN o'clock in the forenoon was 
| the hour when Mr. Curry knocked 
at the door of his brother guardian's houſe ; 
a ſmart-looking valet anfwered the ſum- 
mons, who, on being interrogated if. Mr. 
Bateman was at home, ſhook his head, and 
replied, mournfully, “that the old gentle- 
man was not to be buried till ON 
and his maſter ſaw no company.” ——*< By 
your maſter, friend,” ſaid the merchant, 
extremely ſurpriſed, © I preſume you mean 
Mr. Percival Bateman, and that the de- 
funct is Mr. Bateman, ſenior?“ “ The 
ſame, Sir.“ ——“ It is ſtrange did not 
hear of his death — pray, was it ſudden?” 
Very ſudden, Sir.—Five days ago, 
| Ot oy. the 
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0 che poor gentleman was ſeized with an 
apoplexy, and died on the ſpot.”—.—. 
« What, no ſigns of danger to precede his 
diſſolution? None, Sir—he wanted 
my maſter ta marry one lady when his 
head was running upon another —ſo, what 


does he do, but take out of his ſtrong box . 


all the jewels, as he thought, belonging to 
my : maſter's late mother, to be new ſet, 
againſt the wedding—-Unknown to any 
body, Worgman was feat for to take di- 
rections, when, the wrong caſket being; 
by miſtake, put into his hand, after exa- 
mining the contents, he declared the ſtones 
were all falſe—when the owner of them be: | 
gan to ſpin round and round like a top; 
then fell to the ground, and never got up 
again with breath in his mouth, though | 
my maſter, that moment coming into the 


houſe, ſent away for phyſicians enough 8 


cure a hundred men who had life in them, 


but not {kill enough to ſet one dead man | 
on his legs.” 
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to the caſtle of reſtraint, not to open his - 
intentions before he had conſulted with the 


200 PASHIONABLE INVOLVEMENTS, 


| Shocked - at the ſudden fate of a long 
practiſed extortioner, whoſe accounts, the 
better they ſtood in this world, ſo much 


the worſe in the world of retribution, Mr. 


Curry turned from that door which, for 
the firſt time in his life, he had ever pro- 
poſed to have enteted, leaving a verbal 


” meflage with the ſervant for his maſter, 
to ſay, when his friends were admitted, he 
ſhould requeſt an audience, on buſineſs of 


importance.——He next directed his ſteps 


repreſentative of his late partner in truſt | 
for Lady Iſle worth, but to-enquire of the 
_ governor whether any more detainers had 


been lodged againſt his priſoner. | The 


rſon he wanted was gone out; he neither 


aſcended the ſtairs or ſent up a meſſage; 
a few days would determine what was to 


be done for Sir Frederick's enlargement; 
mean time he contented himſelf with quietly 


returning to his counting -houſe, where, 
| takipg 
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ukiog up a newſpaper, the word- Duel, in 
capitals, attracted his notice, and the name 
of Clarence made him eagerly glance over 
the following paragraph.“ KA Herday, 


al ſeven o'clock in the morning,” his Grece the _ 


Duke of Billberry and Lord Clarence met be-. 
bind Montagu Houſe, io determine a point of 


honour, in which the latter was wounded, but 5 


it is hoped not mor tally.— The unhappy cauſt. 
of this rencounter remains a myſtery to all, en- 

cept the noble parties engaged.” ———Our 
_ princely merchant, having neither a 5 

or clue to develope this myſtery, turned 

to the liſt of deaths, where he ſaw the de- | 


ceaſe of his colleague ſolemnly announced, 


his parſimony expoſed, and his wealth blaz- 
oned. But that which is myſterious to 
others ſhovild be no myſtery to an author; 
and on the preſent occaſion it behoves us - 
to declare what had taken 710 lounging | 
Peers out of their warm beds at ſeven 
o'clock in the morning to fire at each | 
other behind Montagu Houſe, ,- 
iT 008 
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Lady Aja; having cut with ker huſband, 
continued the gueſt of Madame 'Flevetta, 
her father not chuſing to receive her, till 
after her ſecond marriage, under his own 
roof, notwithſtanding he pleaſantly paſſed 
all his evenings with the amiable 7rio, his 
daughter; her lover,- and his own chere 
amie. Her ladyſhip had now no terms to 
keep with the Iſlęworth family, and no- 
thing delighted her ſo much as ſetting 
them up for a'mark to -receive the arrows 
of her wit: amongſt other whimſical anec- 
dotes, that of the deception played off on 
their abſurdities, by making them believe 
the Duke of Billberry was dying for Miſs 
- Iſleworth, with the patent for Sir Frede- 
rick annexed, was ſo often repeated. as at 
laſt to reach the ear of bis Grace, who, 
piqued to have his great name ſo groſsly 
ſported with, deſired an explanation of 
Lord Clarence.— His lordſhip did not 
deny the charge; but treated it with ſo 
much levity, that a more ſerious meeting 
ny | ta was 
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was demanded, and the duel followed. 
The Duke, after returning victorious from 
ile field of glory, addreſſed theſe few lines 
to Sir Frederick. Sir, I have done 
my ſelf juſtice on the man who has in- 
s ſulted me and impoſed on you.—l ſhalt 
« remain on the Continent till it is known 
whether the wounds of Lord Clarence are 
© mortal ; but, before I leave the e 
dom, muſt have the honour of excul- 
<<:pating myſelf from entertaining defigns 
« on any part of your family. —Matrimony. 
eis not at all after my plan, or the very 


amiable character of your daughter might, _ 


* have made me ambitious of your all beer 
' © have the honour to be, &c. xe. 


And what effect, aſks our impatient tesderz : . 


did the receipt of this letter produce - 
Great effe&s, but very little change, replies 
the author. . Slr Frederick, who always 
ated like a madman, giving way. to the 
rage of diſappointment, became mad in 
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ol her filly expectations, made but one ſtep 
tom folly to abſolute idevtiſm ; by which 
progreſſive alterations neither themſelves 
or the community were much injured. In 
this ſtate of non- reſiſtance, Mr. Curry 

found no difficulties in conducting their 
affairs for them better than, if in full pol- 
ſeſſion of their ſenſes, they could have done 
for themſelves; he compromiſed with their 
| creditors—took them out of confinement— 
 _ Placed them in a retired ſituation, where 
| he. could ſee, and their children attend 
them daily he put them under the eare 
af the faculty · placed confidential do· 
meſtics about them, and kept them a de- 
eent poſt-· chaiſe for the advantage of exer- 
ciſe. In all theſe arrangements he was 
aſſiſted by Percival Bateman, who not only 
adminiſtered to the comfort of the parents, 
and the intereſt of the family, but poſſeſſed 
the excluſive power of baniſhing from he 
beautiful cheek of his beloved Clariſſa that 
GN melancholy which had almoſt - 
| le . devoured 
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_ devoured the bloom of health, and'the' ſta» 
mina of a naturally good gonſtitution. 
Percival, the faithful Percival, had never 

+ ceaſed to adore the dear object of hisearly 
afſections; and, when he thought honout 
forced him from the worſhip! of his "ws 
he would not transfer them to another. 
Preſſed to accept the hand of his fair a 
confin, both by her father and his own, 
he appealed to her compaſſion; ſhe be- 

came his confidant; and between them, 
without the appearance of diſobedience, 
they protracted that union, which would 
ndt have afforded mutual gratiſication, even 
if one of the parties had been aſſenting 
Percival was no ſtranger to what by named 
the peculiarities, but what others defervedly 
called the wires of his father He knew . 
that the proſtitution of truth was not num 
bered amongſt his failings ; therefore, when . 
letters from old Bateman, ſupported by 
other correſpondents, informed him tha 

3 Hearth was contracted to Lord 'Clas 


rence, 


72 \ — 


Ihe. 


I 


* 


206 FASHIONABLE /INVOLVEMENTS. 


*%, rence, he moſt implicitly credited the re- 
port. The ſuith commenced. by Arthur 
*. his lordſhip, opened the eyes of this 
tender lover, and cleared up his under- 
ſtanding: he eagerly ſought that interview 
which had been ſolicited by Mr. Curry, „ 
before whom the hiſtory of his heart wass 
unfolded, and by whom he was afterwards 
; preſented to Clariſſa from Clariſſa herſelf 
received abſolution for his: ſeeming incon- 
ſtancy, and in a few weeks became a happy 1 
member of the Iſleworth family. Ar- 
chur, /relieved from the galling chain of a 
love. mdeb by a legal verdict, which alſo 
gave him, as a donceur, large damages, con- 
tracted fo great an intimacy with his bro- 
ther-in-law as ſoon grew into affection: un- 
der the auſpices of this new friend he was 
well received in the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
circles, to which, by time! and example, 
he. became no little ornament Lord 
Clarence recovered from his wound, and, 
tired of his amour, pleaded conſcience for 
SL 5 94 a his 
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fortune can climb to the ultimatum of his 
profeſſion.— 
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and the philandering affiduities of a young _ 
man in the guards, who, wanting patron- 


tion, unlike the broken rungs of a ladder, 2 


were beſtowed on two reſpectable country : 0 b 
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8 monitor, retired to his country-ſeat, rl 
and left Lady Ann to her own diſcretion? 


age, looked up to the favour of Lord Ben- 1 
vour as the ſure path to promotion, being | 
of opinion that a broken female reputa- 5 | 


is the very ſafeſt way by which a ſoldier of 


Mr. Curry took on himſelf 43 
to make ample proviſion for the bold he- 
roes who carried off Arabella and Matilda. 
——Stella and Diana, in a very few years, 


gentlemen; and not one deſcendant of the 
Houſe of Iſleworth ever again experienced 8 
the complicated evils attendant on Faſhion- © * . | 
able Involvements. 


FINE: 
T. Gillet, Printer, „ 
Saliſbury Square. „ 
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